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Idaho Statutes 
 
TITLE  31 
COUNTIES AND COUNTY LAW 
CHAPTER 50 
OPTIONAL FORMS OF COUNTY GOVERNMENT 
GENERAL PROVISIONS 

     
31-5001.  CONSTITUTIONAL BASIS -- EXCLUSIVE OPTIONAL FORMS OF 
COUNTY 
GOVERNMENT. (1) The purpose of this act is to establish optional forms of 
county government in compliance with section 12, article XVIII of the Idaho 
constitution. In addition to the original three (3) member board of county 
commissioners form of county government authorized by the constitution and 
laws of the state of Idaho before the enactment of section 12, article XVIII of the 
Idaho constitution, the following shall be the exclusive optional forms of county 
government: 
    (a)  The commission-executive, as authorized in chapter 52, title 31, Idaho 
Code; 
    (b)  The commission-manager, as authorized in chapter 53, title 31, Idaho 
Code; 
    (c)  The three-member board of county commissioners with changes in other 
county offices, as authorized in chapter 54, title 31, Idaho Code; 
    (d)  The five-member board of county commissioners, as authorized in chapter 
55, title 31, Idaho Code; 
    (e)  The seven-member board of county commissioners, as authorized in 
chapter 56, title 31, Idaho Code; 
    (f)  Consolidation of offices among counties, with all other 
characteristics of the government of each participating county to remain 
unchanged, as authorized in chapter 57, title 31, Idaho Code. 
    (2)  The adoption of an optional form of county government shall not relieve a 
county from the performance of the duties and responsibilities imposed upon the 
county, the board of county commissioners or any elected officer of the county by 
the constitution and laws of the state of Idaho. 
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TITLE  31 
COUNTIES AND COUNTY LAW 
CHAPTER 7 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
 
    31-702.  DISTRICT FROM WHICH ELECTED. Each member of a board of 
commissioners must meet the residency requirements in the county and district 
which he represents as set out in section 34-617, Idaho Code. 
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TITLE  33 
EDUCATION 
CHAPTER 3 
SCHOOL DISTRICTS 
 
    33-301.  SCHOOL DISTRICTS BODIES CORPORATE. Each school district, 
now or hereafter established, when validly organized and existing, is declared to 
be a body corporate and politic, and in its corporate capacity may sue and be sued 
and may acquire, hold and convey real and personal property necessary to 
its establishment, extension and existence. It shall have authority to issue 
negotiable coupon bonds and incur such other debt, in the amounts and manner, 
as provided by law. 
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TITLE  34 
ELECTIONS 
CHAPTER 1 
DEFINITIONS 
 
    34-104.  "QUALIFIED ELECTOR" DEFINED. "Qualified elector" means any 
person who is eighteen (18) years of age, is a United States citizen and who has 
resided in this state and in the county at least thirty (30) days next preceding the 
election at which he desires to vote, and who is registered as required by law. 
 
 
TITLE  34 
ELECTIONS 
CHAPTER 4 
VOTERS -- PRIVILEGES, QUALIFICATIONS AND REGISTRATION 
 

34-404. REGISTRATION OF ELECTORS. All electors must register before 
being able to vote at any primary, general, special, school or any other 
election governed by the provisions of title 34, Idaho Code. 
Registration of a qualified person occurs when a legible, accurate and 
complete registration card is received in the office of the county clerk 
or is received at the polls pursuant to section 34-408A, Idaho Code. 

TITLE  34 
ELECTIONS 
CHAPTER 6 
TIME OF ELECTIONS -- 
OFFICERS ELECTED 

 
    34-617.  ELECTION OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS -- 
QUALIFICATIONS. (1) A board of county commissioners shall be elected in 
each county at the general elections as provided by section 31-703, Idaho Code. 
    (2)  No person shall be elected to the board of county commissioners unless he 
has attained the age of twenty-one (21) years at the time of the election, is a 
citizen of the United States, and shall have resided in the county one (1) year next 
preceding his election and in the district which he represents for a period of ninety 
(90) days next preceding the primary 
election. 
    (3)  Each candidate shall file his declaration of candidacy with the county clerk. 
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    (4)  Each candidate who files a declaration of candidacy shall at the same time 
pay a filing fee of forty dollars ($40.00) which shall be deposited in the county 
treasury. 
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TITLE  50 
MUNICIPAL CORPORATIONS 
CHAPTER 1 
MANNER OF ORIGINAL 
INCORPORATION – ORGANIZATION 
 
    50-101.  INCORPORATION. The residents of any unincorporated contiguous 
area (village) containing not less than 125 qualified electors may present a 
petition signed by a majority of the said electors to the board of commissioners of 
the county in which said petitioners reside, praying that they be incorporated as a 
city, designating the name they wish to assume and the metes and bounds of the 
proposed city. 
    Upon the petition to incorporate filed as herein provided, the board of county 
commissioners petitioned shall have no jurisdiction to take any action thereon or 
enter an order of incorporation, regardless of the number of petitioners thereon, 
where the boundaries of the proposed new city approach any point within one (1) 
mile of the boundary limits of any existing city of less than five thousand (5,000) 
population, within two (2) miles of the boundary limits of any existing city of five 
thousand (5,000) but less than ten thousand (10,000) population, within three (3) 
miles of the boundary limits of any existing city of ten thousand (10,000) but less 
than twenty thousand (20,000) population, or within four (4) miles of the 
boundary limits of any existing city of twenty thousand (20,000) or more 
population, all populations as determined by the last official or special United 
States census, unless there is first furnished said board of county commissioners 
either (a) a certified copy of a resolution of the city council of any existing city 
within the above applicable distances of the proposed city approving said petition 
for incorporation, or (b) appropriate evidence that the city council of any existing 
city within the above applicable distances of the proposed city, if contiguous or 
adjacent, has rejected and refused to annex the area of the proposed city to the 
existing city upon the petition made as hereinafter set out. Where the proposed 
new city area lies within the applicable distance of one or more cities, all cities 
must approve the petition of incorporation. An existing city shall be deemed to 
have rejected and refused to annex the contiguous or adjacent area when a petition 
for annexation is filed prior to [ninety (]90[)] days before the end of any fiscal 
year, and the city council, within [sixty (]60[)] days after receipt of said petition 
has not by appropriate action, declared that such area will be a part of such 
existing city, effective not later than the last day of the fiscal year in which said 
petition was filed. Such petition shall be signed by a majority of the inhabitants 
paying real estate taxes within said area requesting annexation, contain a certain 
metes and bounds description of the area set out in the petition and certify that the 
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area so described falls within the distance limits herein set forth. The existing city, 
the petitioners, as herein provided, or the board of county commissioners is 
granted the power to petition the district court for a declaration of the right on any 
disputes arising between any of the parties so named hereunder. 
 
 
TITLE  50 
MUNICIPAL CORPORATIONS 
CHAPTER 1 
MANNER OF ORIGINAL 
INCORPORATION – ORGANIZATION 
 
    50-102.  MANNER OF INCORPORATING. When the provisions of section 
50-101[,Idaho Code,] have been satisfied and the county board or a majority of 
the members thereof has been satisfied that [sixty per cent (]]60[%)] [per cent]of 
the qualified electors of the proposed city have signed such petition and that 
qualified electors to the number of [one hundred and twenty-five (]125[)]or more 
are actual residents of the territory described in the petition, the said board shall 
hold a public hearing upon said petition and fix a time and place therefore, not 
more than thirty (30) days from the filing of said petition, and cause notice thereof 
to be published twice prior to said hearing, in a newspaper of general circulation 
in said county and said board 
shall, on or before thirty (30) days following the date of said hearing, determine, 
by resolution, whether or not said proposed city may be incorporated and, in the 
event said board determines that the proposed city is to be incorporated, they shall 
enter the order of incorporation upon their records, and designate the metes and 
bounds thereof. Thereafter the said city shall be governed as other cities by the 
laws of the state of Idaho. The said county board shall, at the time of the 
incorporation: (1) proclaim that henceforth the former area shall be known as ....; 
(2) order the clerk of the board of county commissioners to certify a copy of such 
proclamation, which shall be filed with the office of the secretary of state; (3) 
appoint a mayor and either four (4) or six (6) councilmen having the 
qualifications provided in this act, who shall at that time subscribe to the oath, and 
after receiving  a certificate of election, they shall assume their offices and 
perform all the duties required of them by law, until the next general city election 
succeeding their appointment and until their successors are elected and qualified. 
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TITLE  50 
MUNICIPAL CORPORATIONS 
CHAPTER 4 
MUNICIPAL ELECTIONS 
 
    50-402.  DEFINITIONS. The following words and phrases when used in this 
chapter, have the meanings respectively given herein. 
    (a)  General election. "General election" means the election held on the first 
Tuesday succeeding the first Monday in November in each odd-numbered year at 
which there shall be chosen all mayors and councilmen as are by law to be elected 
in such years. 
    (b)  Special election. "Special election" means any election other than a general 
election held at any time for any purpose provided by law. 
    (c)  Qualified elector. A "qualified elector" means any person who is eighteen 
(18) years of age, is a United States citizen and who has resided in the city at least  
thirty (30) days next preceding the election at which he desires to vote and who is 
registered within the time period provided by law. 
A "qualified elector" shall also mean any person who is eighteen (18) years of 
age, is a United States citizen, who is a registered voter, and who resides in an 
area that the city has annexed pursuant to chapter 2, title 50, Idaho Code, within 
thirty (30) days of a city election. 
    (d)  Residence. 
    (1)  "Residence" for voting purposes, shall be the principal or primary home or 
place of abode of a person. Principal or primary home or place of    abode is that 
home or place in which his habitation is fixed and to which a person, whenever he 
is absent, has the present intention of returning after a departure or absence there 
from, regardless of the duration of absence. In determining what is a principal or 
primary place of abode of a     person the following circumstances relating to such 
person may be taken into account: business pursuits, employment, income 
sources, residence for income or other tax pursuits, residence of parents, spouse, 
and children, if any, leaseholds, status of personal and real property, and motor 
vehicle registration. 
    (2)  A qualified elector shall not be considered to have gained residence in any 
city of this state into which he comes for temporary purposes only without the 
intention of making it his home but with the intention of leaving it when he has 
accomplished the purpose that brought him there. 
    (3)  A qualified elector who has left his home and gone to another area outside 
the city, for a temporary purpose only shall not be considered to have lost his 
residence. 
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    (4)  If a qualified elector moves outside the city, with the intentions of making 
it his permanent home, he shall be considered to have lost his residence in the 
city. 
    (e)  Election official. "Election official" means the city clerk, registrar, judge of 
election, clerk of election, or constable engaged in the performance of election 
duties as required by this act. 
    (f)  Election register. The "election register" means the voter registration cards 
of all electors who are qualified to appear and vote at the designated polling 
places. 
    (g)  Combination election record and poll book. "Combination election record 
and poll book" is the book containing a listing of registered electors who are 
qualified to appear and vote at the designated polling places. 
    (h)  Tally book. The "tally book" or "tally list" means the forms in which the 
votes cast for any candidate or special question are counted and totaled at the 
polling precinct. 
    (i)  Reference to male. All references to the male elector and male city officials 
include the female elector and female city officials and the masculine pronoun 
includes the feminine. 
    (j)  Computation of time. Calendar days shall be used in all computations of 
time made under the provision of this act. In computing time for any act to be 
done before any election, the first day shall be included and the last, or election 
day, shall be excluded. Saturdays, Sundays and legal holidays shall be included, 
but if the time for any act to be done shall fall on Saturday, Sunday or a legal 
holiday, such act shall be done upon the day following each Saturday, Sunday or 
legal holiday. 
 
TITLE  50 
MUNICIPAL CORPORATIONS 
CHAPTER 6 
MAYOR 
 
    50-602.  MAYOR, ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICIAL. The mayor, except as 
provided in sections 50-801 through 50-812[, Idaho Code], shall be the chief 
administrative official of the city, preside over the meetings of the city council 
and determine the order of business subject to such rules as the council may 
prescribe, have a vote only when the council is equally divided, have the 
superintending control of all the officers and affairs of the city, preserve order, 
and take care that the ordinances of the city and provisions of this act are 
complied with and enforced. 
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TITLE  50 
MUNICIPAL CORPORATIONS 
CHAPTER 7 
COUNCIL 
 
    50-701.  COMPOSITION -- POWERS. The legislative authority of each city in 
the state of Idaho, except those operating under the provisions of section[s]50-801 
through 50-812 shall be vested in a council consisting of either four(4) or six (6) 
members, one half (1/2) of whom shall be elected at each general city election. 
Councils shall have such powers and duties as are now 
or may hereafter be provided under the general laws of the state of Idaho. 
 
TITLE  50 
MUNICIPAL CORPORATIONS 
CHAPTER 8 
COUNCIL-MANAGER PLAN 
 
    50-801.  CITIES MAY ADOPT PLAN. Any city within the state of Idaho, 
organized under the general laws of the state, special chapter, or a general 
incorporation act, may adopt the council-manager plan of government by 
proceedings as herein provided. 
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TITLE  63 
REVENUE AND TAXATION 
CHAPTER 3 
ASSESSMENT OF REAL AND PERSONAL PROPERTY 
 
    63-301.  TIME OF ASSESSMENT -- PROPERTY ROLL, SUBSEQUENT 
PROPERTY ROLL AND MISSED PROPERTY ROLL. (1) The assessor shall 
complete an assessment of all real and personal property in his county which is 
subject to assessment by him on or before the fourth Monday of June. In making 
such assessment, the assessor shall determine, according to recognized appraisal 
methods and techniques, the market value for assessment purposes of real and 
personal property. Said assessments shall be entered on the property roll. After the 
aforesaid date, any property which has  been omitted from the property roll shall 
be entered on the subsequent property roll and submitted to the county 
commissioners meeting as a board of equalization, from the fourth Monday of 
November through the first Monday of December of the current year, or entered 
on the missed property roll and submitted during the county board of 
equalization's monthly meeting in January of the following year. 
    (2)  The market value for assessment purposes of each parcel of property 
subject to assessment shall be listed on the appropriate roll, as defined in 
subsection (1) of this section, by category of property established and defined 
pursuant to section 63-109, Idaho Code. 
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