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SECRETARY OF STATE

DEDICATION

Dear Fellow Idahoans:
This year I am dedicating the Idaho
Blue Book to a friend, a colleague, and a
former Legislator, Jim Stoicheff, better
known as “Stoich”.
I was privileged to serve with “Stoich”
in the Legislature for a number of years.
While “Stoich” was a Democrat, in fact
the Minority Leader for many years,
he was also a populist. He always put
people and issues above party poliltics.
I can remember having “Stoich” on
my side of issues that typically weren’t in
line with his party. He was more about
getting it right for his “people”.
At the end of my first session in the
Legisature, I recll receiving a postcard
from “Stoich” critiquing my first year
in the Legislature. He told me what I
needed to work on...along with a “well
done” and a thank you.
Jim Stoicheff passed away in 1999.
He was truly one of a kind. I can’t help but wonder what we in government
service could accomplish if we all displayed the character and civility of Jim
Stoicheff.
The story that follows is a tribute to Jim recalled by another of his colleagues,
former State Senator Kermit Kiebert . It so accurately captured the man we both
admired that I requested his permission to use it here.
Sincerely,

Lawerence Denney
Secretary of State
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Jim “Stoich” Stoicheff

A long-time Idaho legislator, James
F. Stoicheff was a man of many colors —
and many names. Most people knew him
as “Stoich,” a few might simply call him
“Jim,” and his acquaintances at home in
Sandpoint would call him “the governor”
on occasion. Those who knew him best,
however, would add one more name to
the list. “His middle name should have
been “frugal,” because he practiced
it not only in his daily life, but in his
Legislative endeavors, from his car to his
haberdashery,”
Stoicheff was popular for his brightcolored polyester jackets, colorful
character, congeniality and bipartisan
politics. The fiscally conservative
Democrat appealed to all parties—so
much so that he often ran unopposed in
election years.
Stoicheff did a five-year stint in the State Senate from 1969-1974 before trying his
hand in the race for State Superintendent of Public Instruction. As an example of his
frugality, Stoicheff probably didn’t spend $100 on his campaign.
Instead, he walked door to door, across the state, from Port Hill to Soda Springs.
“He had tremendous will power.” Stoicheff ultimately lost the superintendent race, and
he had to withdraw from his position in the Senate to make the run. That opened up the
seat for me. Stoicheff then ran for office in the House of Representatives, where he served
from 1979 until his death in December, 1999.
Stoicheff was a champion of education, so while he never voted for a tax increase,
the lawmaker voted on bills to spend the money, particularly when it came to supporting
kids and the elderly.
Stoicheff and I became friends, often through basketball and friendly competition,
when we were both elementary school principals in Bonner County — Stoicheff at Southside Elementary in Cocolalla, and I served at Hope Elementary.
Before moving to Idaho, Stoicheff met his wife, Jerry, while attending college in
Texas, and the couple married in 1954. After settling in Sandpoint, they adopted four
children: James Jr., Cynthia, Robert and Deborah. His wife, who finished Stoicheff’s Legislative term in 2000, died in October, 2004.
Another example of his frugality, were his old cars, which were thought to be held
together by bumper stickers — he never passed up a chance to slap on a new sticker.
Nevertheless, Stoicheff would get in his old Ford Falcon, or whichever car he was driving
at the time, and drive home to North Idaho each weekend during the Legislative session.
I recall the one time I rode home with the man, because although Stoicheff was chain
smoking across the entire state, the holes in the floorboards let in plenty of fresh air.
While he never touched a drop of alcohol, he loved his cigarettes and coffee.
In all seriousness, Stoicheff was loved by many, including his students, acquaintances
in the Legislature and his friends back home. “He was highly respected because of his sincerity in whatever he did.” “He was a classic — there was no one before him, and there
will never be another Stoich.”

Thank you to Kermit Kiebert, former State Senator 1975-2000, District 1.

PREFACE
The Idaho Blue Book is published biennially under the direction of the
Secretary of State. This twenty-fifth edition offers constitutional, historical
and statical information about Idaho. It also details the structure of Idaho’s
government and includes biographies of elected officials.
The Blue Book received its name not from the color of its cover, but
rather by definition of content. Bartlett’s Dictionary of Americanism defines
the term Blue Book as “a printed book containing the names of all persons
holding office under the Government of the United States. It answers the Red
Book of England.” Individual states have taken this concept and expanded it
to include a wealth of information about state officials and resources as well
as statistical and historical profiles.
This office strives for the greatest accuracy possible with this type of
publication. However, because of the constant changes, some information

contained within the book are out of date even as this book is being printed.
To make this edition of the Idaho Blue Book possible required the assistance
of many people throughout local, county, and state government. Their help has
been indispensable. You know who you are and I thank you for all of the help
and support.
We hope that you find this Idaho Blue Book to be an interesting and useful
resource on the State of Idaho.

Stanley, Idaho

Photo Courtesy of Jodi Doggett
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Preserving Idaho’s Historic Places
In this year’s Blue Book, many of the photos depict locations that are listed in the
National Register of Historic Places (NRHP). The NRHP is the official list of properties
that are considered important in our past, and are worthy of preservation. But why
should we bother preserving?
Think about the buildings in your community. Which stand out? Which are the
properties that draw your eye as you drive down the street? The places in town that
everyone knows? There’s a good chance they are historic buildings.
Historic buildings make each community unique and give us a sense of place and
belonging by connecting us to our past. These are the places that make us all feel a
little sense of ownership, even though we don’t actually own them ourselves: the big
house on the edge of town; the neighborhood grocery; the town library. Even though
we don’t always think about it until it’s too late, they are the places that, when we lose
them, change our communities. They’re part of the fabric of our lives and they are
irreplaceable.
But historic preservation is also an economic driver. History and historic sites are one
of the top tourism draws in Idaho and in the U.S. People travel to have new experiences,
so they seek out those sites unique to the places they visit. Preserving a community’s
historic resources makes sense because it can help to draw visitors and stimulate the
local economy.
The Idaho State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) – part of the Idaho State Historical
Society - administers several programs that promote historic preservation and bring
value to communities throughout the state. The SHPO manages the National Register
program, assisting property owners to gain the honor of recognition. The Certified Local
Government program offers annual grants to communities and counties, and provides
them technical assistance to pursue their own preservation priorities.
The SHPO administers the Federal Historic Rehabilitation Tax Credit program,
working with owners of income-producing properties to secure federal income tax
credits for the rehabilitation work they do on their historic properties. These projects,
like the renovation of the Owyhee Hotel in Boise, help revitalize downtowns throughout
Idaho by providing financial incentive to reuse the iconic buildings of our Main Streets.
In addition, the SHPO consults with federal agencies on their projects in Idaho, giving
local voice to federal action. Through the Section 106 process, the SHPO consults on
approximately 1,500 federal projects a year, ensuring that consideration is given to
Idaho’s cultural resources in the federal decision-making process. Countless irreplaceable
archaeological sites and historic buildings have been preserved through these efforts.
The SHPO also offers outreach and education programs, including Idaho
Archaeology and Historic Preservation Month activities each May, and has been a
leader in creating new knowledge regarding Idaho’s past though collaborative projects
like the Bear River Massacre archeological mapping project, that has given us a better
understanding of the tragic events of 1863.
For more information on historic preservation in Idaho, or any of these programs,
visit our website at: https://history.idaho.gov or contact the ISHS Administration Office
at 208-334-2682, or the SHPO at 208-488-7460.

Text courtesy of Tricia Canaday, State Historic Presercation Office Outreach Historian
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Photographs of Idaho’s Historic Places
Idaho has over 1,000 National Register listings, comprised of over 5,500 buildings,
sites, structures, objects and districts. Clearly, we cannot include them all, but you can
see some of them on the pages listed below.
Union Pacific Mainline Depot....................................................................... x, 318, 434
Idaho State Capitol Building.................................................................. 21–23, 28, 305
Twin Falls Milling and Elevator..................................................................................43
Hagerman State Park Cook Shelter............................................................................54
Northern Pacific Railway Depot.................................................................................57
Owsley Bridge...................................................................................................72, 319
Proctor Mountain Ski Lift..........................................................................................87
Intermountain Institute...........................................................................................106
Chesterfield Meeting House.....................................................................................118
Beardmore Block.....................................................................................................119
Potlatch Depot.........................................................................................................127
Old Idaho State Penitentiary....................................................................................128
Lemhi County Courthouse.......................................................................................128
J.N. Ireland Bank.....................................................................................................152
American Women’s League Chapter House..............................................................189
Wilson Theatre........................................................................................................213
Twin Falls Canal Company.......................................................................................257
St. James Church.....................................................................................................258
Arco Baptist Community Church..............................................................................258
Weiser Star Theater.................................................................................................278
Madison County Courthouse...................................................................................279
Bayhorse Ore Mill....................................................................................................281
Guffey Bridge..........................................................................................................318
Ririe Pegram Truss Railroad Bridge.........................................................................324
Shoshone Union Pacific Depot.................................................................................324
Glenns Ferry School................................................................................................344
Nampa Depot..........................................................................................................345
Payette City Hall......................................................................................................348
White Bird Battlefield..............................................................................................350
St. Gertrude’s Convent and Chapel..........................................................................354
Jerome Cooperative Creamery.................................................................................358
Ernest Hemingway House........................................................................................367
Hagerman State Bank..............................................................................................372
Eastern Idaho Fairgrounds.......................................................................................373
Fort Sherman Officer’s Quarters..............................................................................395
North Fork Payette River Bridge (Rainbow Bridge)..................................................399
Col. E.M. Heigho House...........................................................................................408
Silver City Masonic Temple......................................................................................422
Idaho Falls City Building..........................................................................................426
Boundary County Courthouse.................................................................................437
Cataldo Mission.......................................................................................................448
State Bank of Kamiah..............................................................................................454
Franklin Cooperative Mercantile Institution.............................................................454
Orofino Post Office..................................................................................................459

To see a complete list of Idaho’s National Register listings visit: https://history.idaho.gov/nrhp/

ix

Union Pacific Mainline Depot

x

Photo Courtesy of Jeff Harvey

