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Scan the QR 

Code or visit 

VoteIdaho.Gov today!

Register or update your registration online at 

Moved, changed your name, or 
haven’t voted recently?

Avoid lines on Election Day!

We are prepared for record voter turnout this 
November! Our new VoteIdaho.gov website is here 
to help. For the first time, you can view a sample 
ballot, update your registration, find your polling 
place, request an absentee ballot, and more—all 
in one place. Visit VoteIdaho.gov today and make 
sure your voice is heard on November 5th. Let’s 
make Idaho stand out—vote!

Phil McGrane 
Idaho Secretary of State

F R I D A Y
OCTOBER

Pre-registration Deadline:

11

Register
toVote!

First-time Idaho voter?

VOTE

VOTE

VOTE

VISIT
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Preview Your Sample Ballot 
What races are on the ballot in your county, city, school 
district, or neighborhood? The new sample ballot tool at 
VoteIdaho.gov lets you preview the races and questions 
that will appear on your ballot before you vote. 

Your sample ballot will show every race up for election in 
your precinct. 

Make A Plan To Vote! What To Bring When You Vote
You must show a valid photo ID when 
you vote. Make sure you bring ONE of the 
following with you to your polling place:

• Idaho Driver’s License or 
Identification card

• U.S. Passport or Federal Photo 
Identification card

• Tribal Identification card
• Concealed weapons license 

issued by a county sheriff 
in Idaho

SAM
PLE

Find Yours At 
 VoteIdaho.Gov

Vote in person at your polling place on Election Day 
from 8 am - 8 pm. Visit VoteIdaho.gov to find your 
voting location.

VOTE Election Day

VOTE Early 

VOTE Absentee

or visit an early voting location from October 21 to 
November 1. Visit VoteIdaho.gov to find out when 
early voting begins in your county. 

or visit VoteIdaho.gov to request an absentee 
ballot by October 25.

VISIT

VISIT
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Amendment to Idaho Constitution - HJR 5 
A Joint Resolution Proposing An Amendment To Section 2, Article VI, Of The Constitution Of The State Of Idaho Relating 
To Qualifications Of Electors:

“Shall Section 2, Article VI of the Constitution of the State of Idaho be amended to provide that individuals who are not 
citizens of the United States may not be qualified electors in any election held within the state of Idaho?”

Legislative Council’s Statement of Meaning, Purpose, 
and Result to Be Accomplished

This proposed constitutional amendment provides that only Idaho 
residents who are citizens of the United States are eligible to vote in 
elections in the State of Idaho and that noncitizens are not eligible to vote 
in any election in the State of Idaho. Currently, Section 2, Article VI of the 
Constitution of the State of Idaho provides: “[e]very male or female citizen 
of the United States, eighteen years old, who has resided in this state, and 
in the county where he or she offers to vote for the period provided by 
law, if registered as provided by law, is a qualified elector.” This provision 
does not expressly prohibit noncitizens from voting. The proposed 
amendment adds language to provide that only United States citizens may 
vote in elections in the State of Idaho. 

What Your Vote Will Do

YES
A YES vote would approve the proposed Constitutional 
Amendment for additional language providing that only 
United States citizens may vote in elections in the State 
of Idaho.

NO A NO vote would make no change to the 
Idaho Constitution.

Full Text of Proposed Constitutional Amendment
Section 2.  QUALIFICATIONS OF ELECTORS. Every male or female citizen of the United 
States, eighteen years old, who has resided in this state, and in the county where he 
or she offers to vote for the period provided by law, if registered as provided by law, 
is a qualified elector.  No person who is not a citizen of the United States shall be a 
qualified elector in any election held within the state of Idaho.

Statements For The Proposed Amendment
1. This constitutional amendment is needed to clarify that United 

States citizenship is a requirement for eligibility to vote in Idaho 
elections because the current language does not expressly prohibit 
noncitizens from voting. The proposed amendment will ensure that 
individuals who are not citizens of the United States do not vote in any 
government election in the State of Idaho. 

2. The amendment is also needed to clarify that the right to vote shall 
not be granted in the future to individuals who are not citizens of 
the United States. Noncitizens have been granted the right to vote in 
some local elections across the United States. Legislation to expand 
voting to noncitizens has been considered in other states and cities in 
the United States. 

3. Allowing noncitizens to vote in Idaho elections could lead to concerns 
regarding election integrity and allow for foreign influence in Idaho 
elections. The proposed constitutional amendment will protect the 
State of Idaho from such issues.

Statements Against The Proposed Amendment
1. The proposed constitutional amendment is not needed because 

United States citizenship is currently required for participation in 
Idaho elections. Under current law, the Idaho Secretary of State 
requires citizenship and proof of residency with respect to individuals 
who register to vote, and it is a felony for an individual to provide 
false information on an Idaho voter registration form. Additionally, 
federal statute provides that it is a crime for a noncitizen to vote in any 
federal election.

2. Election fraud involving voting or attempts to vote by noncitizens is 
not a significant issue in Idaho. Adding additional language to the 
Idaho Constitution in an effort to solve a problem that is not occurring 
could inadvertently create new problems or add an additional barrier 
to registering to vote by new citizens and state residents. 

3. The proposed amendment undermines local control of local elections. 
The amendment would foreclose any opportunity in the future for 
the Idaho Legislature or local governments in Idaho to authorize 
noncitizens to vote in certain elections that might directly affect 
their interests.
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Proposition One: Idaho Open Primaries Act
Measure to:

(1) replace voter selection of party nominees with a top-four primary; 

(2) require a ranked-choice voting system for general elections.
This measure proposes two distinct changes to elections for most public offices.

First, this measure would abolish Idaho’s party primaries. Under current law, political parties nominate candidates through primary elections in which 
party members vote for a candidate to represent the party in the general election. The initiative creates a system where all candidates participate in a 
top-four primary and voters may vote on all candidates. The top four vote-earners for each office would advance to the general election. Candidates 
could list any affiliation on the ballot, but would not represent political parties, and need not be associated with the party they name.

Second, the measure would require a ranked-choice voting system for the general election. Under current law, voters may select one candidate for 
each office, and the candidate with the most votes wins. Under the ranked-choice voting system, voters rank candidates on the ballot in order of 
preference, but need not rank every candidate. The votes are counted in successive rounds, and the candidate receiving the fewest votes in each round 
is eliminated. A vote for an eliminated candidate will transfer to the voter’s next-highest-ranked active candidate. The candidate with the most votes in 
the final round wins.

Fiscal Impact Statement
100 Word Fiscal Impact
Under this initiative, new software for tabulating ballots via instant runoff 
voting is needed; no federally certified software exists for this process, 
though there is open-source software for tabulation. We cannot estimate 
the cost of software for tabulation.

Seventeen counties need to purchase an election management software 
at an estimated cost of $300,000. Material costs for a May primary election 
have been above $800,000. By 2026, the (inflated, population) adjusted 
value is $1,600,000. The software update may increase to $600,000 were 
the purchase postponed.

Assumptions
(1) Voter turnout rates in Idaho elections are unaffected by the passage of 
the ballot initiative.

(2) Counties continue to use tabulation patterns (either at the precinct or 
at a central location) as they already do.

(3) Existing election management software already in use by 27 counties is 
capable of producing ranked-choice ballots and continues to function and 
be sufficient.

(4) CPI inflation reasonably captures price increases in the narrow market 
which is election machines/software/supplies.

(5) Training costs and poll-worker costs are unaffected - training already 
oc curs before each election.

Funding Source Statement
The Idaho Open Primaries Act will be funded by an augmentation of 
existing state and county expenditures for advertising and tabulation. 
Implementation of the act will require 1.) A public awareness effort to 
inform voters, candidates, and election workers about changes to the 
election process, and 2.) The purchase of ballot tabulation equipment 
capable of conducting instant runoff elections.

What Your Vote Will Do
“Shall the above-entitled measure proposed by Proposition One 
be approved?”

YES
A YES vote would replace Idaho’s primary election with 
a single top-four primary and change Idaho’s general 
election to a ranked-choice voting system.

NO A NO vote would make no changes to the current 
primary and general election voting process.
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PRO - Arguments for Proposition One
Provided by Idahoans for Open Primaries

Voting YES on Proposition 1 will bring back open primary elections and give all Idaho voters, 
including those not affiliated with a political party, the right to vote in every election. Currently, 
Idaho’s closed primary system blocks more than 270,000 independent voters from participating. 
That’s not right. A Yes vote for Proposition 1 says that every voter should have the right to participate 
in every taxpayer-funded election.

Voting YES on Proposition 1 will restore the longstanding tradition of open primary elections 
in Idaho. Idahoans voted in open primaries for 40 years until party officials established closed 
primaries back in 2011. A Yes vote for Proposition 1 brings us back to a time when you weren’t 
forced to join a political party to have a say in who is elected to important offices.

Voting YES on Proposition 1 will restore the right of military veterans to participate in every Idaho 
election. Nearly half of Idaho’s veterans are not affiliated with a political party, and these veterans 
are currently blocked from voting in Idaho’s most important election—the primary. A Yes vote 
for Proposition 1 says that no one who fought for our country should ever be denied a voice in 
any election.

Voting YES on Proposition 1 will make elected officials answer to voters, not special interests or 
party insiders. Currently, special interest groups and party elites wield far too much influence. They 
control the outcome of elections by handpicking the candidates and spending millions on negative 
advertising. A Yes vote for Proposition 1 will reduce the influence of special interests and give power 
back to ordinary citizens.

Voting YES on Proposition 1 will restore competition to Idaho elections. Currently, the majority of 
Idaho’s politicians do not face a competitive opponent in the general election. That’s unacceptable, 
and it leads to unaccountable elected officials. A Yes vote for Proposition 1 will bring back 
competitive elections. It will give more choice and more voice to every Idaho voter.

Voting YES on Proposition 1 will make sure we have better choices in our general elections—up 
to four candidates, with different viewpoints, backgrounds and ideas. Voters can rank candidates 
if they choose, and the winner must receive support from a broad coalition of voters and not just 
a narrow faction. Idahoans have an important choice in this election—a No vote will continue our 
current dysfunctional system, while a Yes vote will empower every Idaho voter.

Voting YES on Proposition 1 will restore the principles of our nation’s Founding Fathers, who were 
suspicious of political parties and believed that “We the People” are the source of all political power.

Proposition 1 has the support of a broad coalition of Idahoans—Republicans, Democrats, and 
Independents alike. Please vote “YES” on Proposition 1.

Rebuttal to Pro Arguments
Proposition 1, contrary to its proponents’ 
assertions, does not broaden primary election 
access for unaffiliated voters.  Instead, it 
replaces Idaho’s elections system with an 
intricate Ranked-Choice Voting system that 
undermines the democratic process.  Even 
the Idaho Supreme Court stated that “open 
primary” means something very different than 
this proposal.

While supporters claim that unaffiliated 
voters face obstacles to participation, these 
voters can, in reality, request and cast ballots 
in any party primary they choose.  The 
unstated objective of Proposition 1 is to 
allow registered Democrats into Republican 
primaries, effectively transforming Idaho’s 
political environment into something more 
like California’s.

Barely mentioned by proponents, and buried 
within Proposition 1’s text, is the replacement 
of Idaho’s election system with a Ranked 
Choice Voting gimmick. This confusing 
system, which has been tried and failed in 
many places, uses computer algorithms to 
transfer votes between candidates, based on 
complex contingencies.

What Proposition 1 really creates:

1. LESS ELECTION INTEGRITY: Difficult to 
audit election results.

2. LONGER ELECTION SEASON: Extends 
many elections six months longer, 
favoring wealthy candidates and those 
with the most special interest money.

3. SLOWER ELECTION RESULTS: Multiple 
rounds of vote tabulation will require 
more recounts.

4. ELIMINATES “ONE PERSON, ONE VOTE”: 
The candidate receiving the most votes 
will not always win.

5. HIGHER COSTS: Idaho Secretary of State 
Phil McGrane reports that replacing 
Idaho’s election systems could require $40 
million in new taxpayer money.

Don’t fall for this disguised takeover of Idaho’s 
elections. Vote NO to protect “One Person, 
One Vote.”
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CON - Arguments Against Proposition One
Provided by the Idaho House Republican Caucus

Proposition 1 does not simply open the primaries and seeks to fundamentally change the system by 
which Idaho has determined election winners since it became a state in 1890.

Ranked-Choice-Voting is not intuitive for voters and would cost around $40 million to implement 
according to Idaho Secretary of State, Phil McGrane. Under Idaho’s current and historic system, an 
election for public office is simple. Voters vote for their preferred candidate, the votes are tallied, and 
the candidate with the most votes wins. Simple.

Ranked-Choice-Voting in Proposition 1 would implement a California-style jungle primary in which 
Democrats would help choose Republican candidates and vice versa. The top four candidates with 
the most votes would advance to the general election in a new Ranked-Choice-Voting system. The 
candidate with the most votes can lose! Don’t let this happen to Idaho. Vote NO on Proposition 1 to 
protect “one person, one vote”.

Ranked-Choice-Voting involves a more complicated ballot that confuse voters with contingency 
voting preferences. This would multiply the length of time it takes to vote in every race. Many 
thousands of voters will not complete the many extra steps involved in Ranked-Choice-Voting. This 
change will make it harder for people with busy lives to get through longer lines and complete a 
ballot. Vote NO on Proposition 1 to protect “one person, one vote”.

Ranked-Choice-Voting has been rejected by voters in other states. Alaska adopted this system in 
2022 and an initiative is pending to repeal it. Make no mistake, whether it’s moms and dads trying 
to vote before they must pick up their kids, or workers trying to vote during their lunch break, 
thousands will leave the lines, give up, and be disenfranchised. Don’t let this happen to Idaho. Vote 
NO on Proposition 1 to protect “one person, one vote”.

Additional Concerns with Ranked-Choice Voting:

1. Less Election Integrity: Will make it more difficult to validate the accuracy of results, straining 
Idaho’s post-election audit process and risks depriving the true winner.

2. Longer Election Season: Will extend most campaigns by at least six months from May until 
November and increase the time and cost.

3. Slower Election Results: Will also take longer to report election results due to multiple rounds of 
vote tabulation.

4. More Recounts: Will require much more frequent recounts.

5. Higher Costs: Will require the replacement of Idaho’s current election systems and will also cost 
the taxpayer significant dollars to educate voters on a new complicated voting process.

In summary, Ranked-Choice-Voting would impede voters’ ability to simply choose the person 
that best represents their views in a single primary race. Ranked-Choice-Voting is a complicated, 
ineffective, and costly idea that would create more problems than it proposes to solve. Vote NO on 
Proposition 1 to protect “one person, one vote.”

Rebuttal to Con Arguments
Proposition 1 will give all Idaho voters, 
including independents, the right to vote 
in every taxpayer-funded election. It will 
end closed primaries, which–beginning in 
2011– forced voters to join a political party 
just to participate in primary elections.

Proposition 1 protects the integrity of 
our elections by making sure every vote 
counts and that voters, not party bosses 
and special interests, decide who wins. 

Some political-party insiders are spreading 
misinformation about Proposition 1 
because they fear they’ll lose power if the 
initiative passes. 

The truth is that Proposition 1 will enact 
simple reforms. Contrary to false claims 
about ranked choice voting, the process 
of ranking candidates is as simple as 
counting to four. Surveys in Utah and 
Alaska showed that over 80% of voters 
found ranked choice voting to be simple 
and easy to understand.  

Contrary to some claims, Proposition 1 
can be implemented affordably and in a 
fiscally responsible way. The Idaho Division 
of Financial Management estimated the 
cost of new equipment to be as low as 
$600,000—about 60 cents per voter. This 
cost is well worth it to ensure every voter’s 
right to participate.

Proposition 1 will restore the principles 
of the Idaho Constitution, which says 
that “All political power is inherent in 
the people” and that the people have a 
right to reform their government when 
necessary. Proposition 1 is a common-
sense reform that will restore the rights of 
all voters, regardless of party affiliation, to 
participate in every Idaho election. 
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Full Text of Proposed Law for Proposition One

Be it enacted by the People of Idaho:

01 SECTION 1. THAT SECTION 34-103, IDAHO 
CODE, BE, AND THE SAME IS HEREBY 
AMENDED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

34-103. “SPECIAL ELECTION” DEFINED. “Special 
election” means any election other than a general 
primary, or top four primary election held at any time 
for any purpose provided by law.

02 SECTION 2. THAT SECTION 34-113, IDAHO 
CODE, BE, AND THE SAME IS HEREBY 
AMENDED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

34-113. “CANDIDATE” DEFINED. “Candidate” means 
and includes every person for whom it is contemplated 
or desired that votes be cast at any political convention, 
primary, top four primary, general or special election, 
and who either tacitly or expressly consents to be so 
considered, except candidates for president and vice-
president of the United States.

03 SECTION 3. THAT CHAPTER 1, TITLE 34, 
IDAHO CODE, BE, AND THE SAME IS 
HEREBY AMENDED BY THE ADDITION 
THERETO OF A NEW SECTION, TO BE 
KNOWN AND DESIGNATED AS SECTION 
34-118, IDAHO CODE, AND TO READ AS 
FOLLOWS:

34-118. “TOP FOUR PRIMARY ELECTION” DEFINED. 
“Top four primary election” means an election, 
other than a judicial nominating election, held for 
the purpose of determining the candidates who will 
appear on the general election ballot. In top four 
primary elections, all candidates will appear on the 
same ballot regardless of party affiliation, and all 
qualified electors may participate regardless of party 
affiliation. Top four primary elections do not determine 
any party’s nominee and candidates who advance 

from a top four primary election to a general election 
are not considered nominees of any political party. Top 
four primary elections shall be held on the same day as 
primary elections.

04 SECTION 4. THAT CHAPTER 1, TITLE 34, 
IDAHO CODE, BE, AND THE SAME IS 
HEREBY AMENDED BY THE ADDITION 
THERETO OF A NEW SECTION, TO BE 
KNOWN AND DESIGNATED AS SECTION 
34-119, IDAHO CODE, AND TO READ AS 
FOLLOWS:

34-119. “INSTANT RUNOFF VOTING” DEFINED. 
“Instant runoff voting” means the method of casting 
and tabulating votes described in section 34-1218, 
Idaho Code, in which voters may rank candidates by 
order of preference, each ballot counts as a single vote 
for its highest-ranked active candidate, and votes are 
tabulated in rounds, with the candidate receiving the 
fewest votes eliminated and votes for that candidate 
transferring to each ballot’s next-highest ranked 
active candidate until tabulation is complete and the 
candidate receiving the highest number of votes wins.

05 SECTION 5. THAT CHAPTER 1, TITLE 34, 
IDAHO CODE, BE, AND THE SAME IS 
HEREBY AMENDED BY THE ADDITION 
THERETO OF A NEW SECTION, TO BE 
KNOWN AND DESIGNATED AS SECTION 
34-120, IDAHO CODE, AND TO READ AS 
FOLLOWS:

34-120. “COUNTY ELECTIVE OFFICE” DEFINED. “County 
elective office” means county commissioner, sheriff, 
prosecuting attorney, coroner, clerk, assessor, and 
treasurer.

06 SECTION 6. THAT CHAPTER 1, TITLE 34, 
IDAHO CODE, BE, AND THE SAME IS 
HEREBY AMENDED BY THE ADDITION 
THERETO OF A NEW SECTION, TO BE 
KNOWN AND DESIGNATED AS SECTION 
34-121, IDAHO CODE, AND TO READ AS 
FOLLOWS:

34-121. “ELECTIVE STATE OFFICE” DEFINED. “Elective 
state office” means governor, lieutenant governor, 
secretary of state, state controller, state treasurer, 
attorney general, and superintendent of public 
instruction.

07 SECTION 7. THAT SECTION 34-404, IDAHO 
CODE, BE, AND THE SAME IS HEREBY 
AMENDED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

34-404. REGISTRATION OF ELECTORS. (1) All electors 
must register before being able to vote at any primary, 
top four primary, general, special, school or any other 
election governed by the provisions of title 34, Idaho 
Code. Registration of a qualified person occurs when a 
legible, accurate and complete registration application 
is received in the office of the county clerk or is received 
at the polls pursuant to section 34-408A, Idaho Code.
(2) Each elector may select on the registration 
application an affiliation with apolitical party qualified 
to participate in elections pursuant to section 34-
501, Idaho Code, or may select to be designated as 
“unaffiliated.” The county clerk shall record the party 
affiliation or “unaffiliated” designation so selected as 
part of the elector’s registration· record. If an elector 
shall fail or refuse to make such a selection, the county 
clerk shall enter on the registration records that such 
elector is “unaffiliated.”
(3) In order to provide an elector with the appropriate 
primary election ballot, pursuant to section 34-9.04A, 
Idaho Code, the poll book for primary elections 
shall include the party affiliation or designation 

How to read this section

The proposition proposes to modify existing law. Each section of the proposition will amend existing code sections, 
propose new code sections, or repeal code sections.

If a NEW SECTION is proposed, all of the text in that section will be inserted into Idaho Code.

For sections that AMEND Idaho Code:

Underlined text is new text that will be added to the code section specified.

Strikethrough text is existing code that will be removed.

For sections that REPEAL, the specified code will be removed from Idaho Code.
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as unaffiliated for each elector so registered. An 
unaffiliated elector shall declare to the poll worker 
which primary election ballot the elector chooses to 
vote in, pursuant to section 34-904A, Idaho Code, and 
the poll worker or other authorized election personnel 
shall record such declaration in the poll book. The 
poll book shall contain checkoff boxes to allow the 
poll worker or other authorized election personnel to 
record such unaffiliated elector’s selection. An elector 
does not need to be affiliated with a party or make any 
declaration about party affiliation in order to receive a 
top four primary ballot.
(4) In order to provide electors who are already 
registered to vote, and who remain registered electors, 
with an opportunity to select a party affiliation or to 
select their status as “unaffiliated” the poll book for the 
2012 primary election shall include checkoff boxes by 
which the poll worker or other appropriate election 
personnel shall record such elector’s choice of party 
affiliation or choice to be designated as “unaffiliated.” 
After the 2012 primary election, the county clerk shall 
record the party affiliation or “unaffiliated” designation 
so selected in the poll book as part of such an elector’s 
record within the voter registration system as provided 
for in section 34-437A, Idaho Code.
(5) After the 2012 primary election, electors who 
remain registered voters and who did not vote in the 
2012 primary election or who have not selected party 
affiliation or who have not selected to be designated 
as “unaffiliated,” shall be designated as “unaffiliated” 
and the county clerk shall record that designation for 
each such elector within the voter registration system 
as provided for in section 34-437A, Idaho Code.

08 SECTION 8. THAT SECTION 34-411A, 
IDAHO CODE, BE, AND THE SAME IS 
HEREBY AMENDED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

34-411A. PRIMARY AND TOP FOUR PRIMARY 
ELECTIONS – CHANGING PARTY AFFILIATION - 
UNAFFILIATED ELECTORS. (1) For a primary election, 
an elector may change such elector’s political party 
affiliation or become “unaffiliated” by filing a signed 
form with the county clerk no later than the last day 
a candidate may file for partisan political office prior 
to such primary election, as provided for in section 34-
704, Idaho Code. An “unaffiliated” elector may affiliate 
with the party of the elector’s choice by filing a signed 
form up to and including election day. The application 
form described in section 34-1002, Idaho Code, shall 
also be used for this purpose.
(2) For a primary election, an “unaffiliated” elector may 
select a political party affiliation only prior to voting 
in the primary election. An elector may make such 
selection on or before election day, by declaring such 
political party affiliation to the poll worker or other 
appropriate election personnel. The poll worker or 
other appropriate election personnel shall then record 
in the poll book the elector’s choice. After the primary 
election, the county clerk shall record the party 
affiliation so recorded in the pol1 book as part of such 
elector’s record within the voter registration system as 
provided for in section 34-437A, Idaho Code.
(3) For a top four primary election, an elector does not 
need to be affiliated with a political party in order to 
vote.

09 SECTION 9. THAT SECTION 34-501, IDAHO 
CODE, BE, AND THE SAME IS HEREBY 
AMENDED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

34-501. “POLITICAL PARTY” DEFINED -- PROCEDURES 
FOR CREATION OF A POLITICAL PARTY. (1) A “political 
party” within the meaning of this act., is an organization 
of electors under a given name. A political party shall 
be deemed created and qualified to participate in 
elections in any of the following three (3) ways:
(a) By having three (3) or more candidates for state 
or national office listed under the party name or 
indicating affiliation with that party pursuant to 
section 34-704A, Idaho Code, at the last general 
election, provided that those individuals seeking 
the office of president, vice president and president 
elector shall be considered one candidate, or
(b) By polling at the last general election for any one 
of its candidates for state or national office at least 
three per cent (3%) of the aggregate vote cast for 
governor or for presidential electors or at least three 
percent (3%) of the aggregate of votes cast for all 
candidates indicating their affiliation with that party 
pursuant to section 34-704A, Idaho Code, in any 
round of tabulation in a general election for governor.
(c) By an affiliation of electors who shall have signed a 
petition which shall:
(A) State the name of the proposed party in not more 
than six (6) words;
(B) State that the subscribers thereto desire to place 
the proposed party on the ballot;
(C) Have attached thereto a sheet or sheets 
containing the signatures of at least a number of 
qualified electors equal to two per cent (2%) of 
the aggregate vote cast for presidential electors in 
the state at the previous general election at which 
presidential electors were chosen;
(D) Be filed with the secretary of state on or before 
August 30 of even numbered years;
(E) The format of the signature petition sheets shall 
be prescribed by the secretary of state and shall be 
patterned after, but not limited to, such sheets as 
used for state initiative and referendum measures;
(F) The petitions and signatures so submitted shall 
be verified in the manner prescribed in section 34-
1807, Idaho Code.
(G) The petition shall be circulated no earlier than 
August 30 of the year preceding the general election.

(2) Upon certification by the secretary of state that 
the petition has met the requirements of this act such 
party shall, under the party name chosen, have all the 
rights of a political party whose ticket shall have been 
on the ballot at the preceding general election.
(3) The newly certified party shall proceed to hold a state 
convention in the manner provided by law; provided, 
that at the initial convention of any such political party, 
all members of the party shall be entitled to attend the 
convention and participate in the-election of officers 
and the nominations of candidates. Thereafter the 
conduct of any subsequent convention shall be as 
provided by law.

10 SECTION 10. THAT SECTION 34-702, 
IDAHO CODE, BE, AND THE SAME IS 
HEREBY AMENDED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

34-702. REQUIREMENTS FOR WRITE-IN CANDIDATES 
AT TOP FOUR PRIMARY AND PRIMARY. (1) In addition to 
possessing all other qualifications, in order to become 
a candidate of a political party at the general election, 
those candidates whose names are written in at a top 
four primary election must:
(a) Receive at least the following number of write-in 
votes at the primary election:
(i) One thousand (1,000) for any statewide office;
(ii) Five hundred (500) for a congressional district 
office;
(iii) Fifty (50) for a legislative district office; or
(iv) Five (5) for a county office; and

(b) File a declaration of intent for that office, pursuant 
to section 34-702A, Idaho Code.

(2) Any write-in candidate at a top four primary who 
does not meet the requirements of subsection (1) of 
this section is not eligible to advance to the general 
election and shall not be included in the top four (4) 
candidates regardless of the number of votes received 
by that candidate.
(2)(3) Candidates who are required to file with the 
secretary of state shall pay the filing fee required 
for that office no later than the deadline for filing a 
declaration of intent pursuant to section 34-702A, 
Idaho Code, or shall file a petition pursuant to section 
34-626, Idaho Code.
(3)(4) No write-ins shall be allowed for judicial office.

11 SECTION 11. THAT SECTION 34-702A, 
IDAHO CODE, BE, AND THE SAME IS 
HEREBY AMENDED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

34-702A. DECLARATION OF INTENT FOR WRITE-IN 
CANDIDATES. (1) No write-in vote for any office in a 
primary, top four primary, special, or general election 
shall be counted unless a-completed declaration of 
intent form has been filed indicating that the person 
desires the office and is legally qualified to assume the 
duties of said office if elected. The declaration of intent 
shall be filed with the secretary of state if for a federal, 
state, or legislative district office and with the county 
clerk if for a county or party precinct committeeman 
office. Such declaration of intent shall be filed no later 
than the eighth Friday before the day of election. For a 
write-in candidate for president, the declaration shall 
include a certification of the write-in candidate’s vice 
presidential and presidential electors, all of whom 
must be qualified to serve in their respective offices. 
The secretary of state shall prescribe the form for said 
declarations.
(2) In those counties that utilize optical scan ballots, an 
elector shall not place on the ballot a sticker bearing 
the name of a person or use any other method or 
device, except writing, to vote for a person whose 
name is not printed on the ballot.
 (3) In general elections conducted by instant runoff 
voting, a write-in candidate who has not submitted 
a declaration of intent pursuant to this section is 
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not considered an active candidate and a ranking 
containing such a write-in candidate shall be treated 
in the same manner as a ranking containing an 
eliminated candidate for the purposes of tabulation.

12 SECTION 12. THAT SECTION 34-703, IDAHO 
CODE, BE, AND THE SAME IS HEREBY 
AMENDED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

34-703. NOMINATION AT PRIMARY OR TOP FOUR 
PRIMARY. (1) All political party candidates for United 
States senator and representative in congress, and all 
political party candidates for elective state, district and 
county offices, except candidates for judicial office, at 
general elections shall be nominated at the primary 
elections, or shall have their names placed on the 
general election ballot as provided by law, and shall 
comply with the provisions of this act.
(2)(1) All candidates for judicial office shall be 
nominated or elected at the primary election, as 
provided by section 34-1217, Idaho Code.
(3) Independent candidates shall not be voted on at 
primary elections.
(3)(2) All candidates for United States senate, United 
States house of representatives, state legislature, 
elective state office or county elective office at general 
elections must advance from a top four primary 
election or have their names placed on a general 
election ballot as otherwise provided by law. Top four 
primary elections shall comply with the following 
provisions:
(a) All candidates participating in a top four primary 
election shall appear on the same ballot, regardless 
of party affiliation.
(b)Each qualified elector, regardless of party affiliation, 
may vote for one (1) candidate.
(c) Subject to the provisions of section 34-702(1), 
Idaho Code:
(i) The four (4) candidates who receive the most votes 
shall advance to the general election and appear on 
the general election ballot.
(ii) If fewer than four (4) candidates receive votes, 
all candidates receiving votes shall advance to the 
general election and appear on the general election 
ballot.
(iii) If it cannot be determined which four (4) 
candidates received the most votes because two (2) 
or more candidates are tied with an equal number 
of votes, that tie shall be broken pursuant to the 
provisions of section 34-1216, Idaho Code.

13 SECTION 13. THAT SECTION 34-704, IDAHO 
CODE, BE, AND THE SAME IS HEREBY 
AMENDED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

34-704. DECLARATION OF CANDIDACY. (1) Any 
person legally qualified to hold such office is entitled 
to become a candidate and file his declaration of 
candidacy. Each political party candidate for precinct, 
state, district or county office shall file his declaration 
of candidacy in the proper office between 8:00 a.m. on 
the twelfth Monday preceding the primary election and 
5:00 p.m. on the tenth Friday preceding the primary 
election. All political party candidates shall declare 

their party affiliation in their declaration of candidacy 
and shall be affiliated with a party at the time of filing. 
A candidate shall be deemed affiliated with the political 
party if the candidate submits a party affiliation form 
along with the declaration of candidacy to the filing 
official. The filing official shall reject any declaration 
of candidacy for partisan office in a primary election 
from candidates who are not affiliated with a political 
party. Candidates for nonpartisan office and for United 
States senate, United States house of representatives, 
state legislature, or any elective state office or county 
elective office shall file during the period provided for 
in this section.
(2) Candidates who file a declaration of candidacy 
under a party name and are not nominated at the 
primary election shall not be allowed to appear on the 
general election ballot under any other political party 
name, nor as an independent candidate.
(3) Candidates for United States senate, United States 
house of representatives, state legislature, or any 
elective state office or county elective office shall 
file their declarations of candidacy in the manner 
provided in section 34-704A, Idaho Code. Independent 
candidates shall file their declaration of candidacy in 
the manner provided in section 3 4 708, Idaho Code.
(4) All information in declarations of candidacy shall be 
made publicly available upon request.

14 SECTION 14. THAT CHAPTER 7, TITLE 
34, IDAHO CODE, BE, AND THE SAME IS 
HEREBY AMENDED BY THE ADDITION 
THERETO OF A NEW SECTION, TO BE 
KNOWN AND DESIGNATED AS SECTION 
34-704A, IDAHO CODE, AND TO READ AS 
FOLLOWS:

34-704A. DECLARATION OF CANDIDACY FOR TOP 
FOUR PRIMARY ELECTIONS. (1) Any person who 
desires to offer themself as a candidate for United 
States senate, United States house of representatives, 
state legislature, or any elective state office or county 
elective office may do so by complying strictly with the 
provisions of this section. In order to be recognized as 
a candidate in a top four primary election, each such 
candidate must file with the proper officer as provided in 
section 34-705, Idaho Code, a declaration of candidacy, 
during the period specified in section 34-704, Idaho 
Code. Such declaration must declare the office for 
which the candidate seeks election, the political party 
with which the candidate is registered as affiliated, 
or whether the candidate prefers a nonpartisan or 
undeclared designation placed after the candidate’s 
name on the ballot. Each such candidate who files a 
declaration of candidacy shall at the same time pay a 
filing fee, or a petition containing signatures in lieu of a 
filing fee, pursuant to the provisions of Chapter 6, Title 
34, Idaho Code.
(2) If all of the requirements of this section have been 
met, the proper officer shall cause the name of each 
candidate who has qualified to be placed on the top 
four primary ballot, according to the instructions of the 
secretary of state.

15 SECTION 15. THAT SECTION 34-705, IDAHO 
CODE, BE, AND THE SAME IS HEREBY 
AMENDED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

34-705. WITH WHOM DECLARATIONS FILED. (1) All 
candidates for county offices, whether political party 
candidates or independent candidates, and all political 
party candidates for precinct offices shall file their 
declarations of candidacy with the county clerk of 
their respective counties. All candidates for district, 
state and federal offices shall file their declarations of 
candidacy with the secretary of state.
(2) The secretary of state shall certify to the county 
clerks, within ten (10) days after the filing deadline, the 
names of the political party candidates who filed for 
federal, state and district offices and are qualified for 
placement on the ballot.
(3) The secretary of state shall certify the name of 
a candidate being appointed by the appropriate 
central committee pursuant to section 34-714, Idaho 
Code, by no later than the next business day after 
the appointment is received in the secretary of state’s 
office, if received after the certification of candidates to 
the county clerks under subsection (2) of this section.

16 SECTION 16. THAT SECTION 34-706, 
IDAHO CODE, BE, AND THE SAME IS 
HEREBY AMENDED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

34-706. NOTIFICATION TO PARTIES. Within three 
(3) days after the deadline for filing declarations of 
political party candidacy the county clerk shall notify 
the county central committee of each political party of 
the candidates who have filed for county and precinct 
offices under the party name and are qualified.
Within three (3) days after the deadline for filing 
declarations of political party candidacy the secretary 
of state shall notify the legislative district central 
committee of each political party of the legislative 
candidates who have filed under the party name and 
are qualified.
Within three (3) days after the deadline for filing 
declarations of political party candidacy the secretary 
of state shall notify the state central committee of 
each political party of the candidates who have filed 
for federal and state offices under the party name and 
are qualified.

17 SECTION 17. THAT SECTION 34-708, IDAHO 
CODE, BE, AND THE SAME IS HEREBY 
AMENDED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

34-708. INDEPENDENT CANDIDATES. (1) No person 
may offer himself as an independent candidate for 
precinct committeemen at the primary election.
(2) Any person who desires to offer himself as an 
independent candidate for federal state district or 
county office may do so by complying strictly with the 
provisions of this section. In order to be recognized 
as an independent candidate, each such candidate 
must file with the proper officer as provided by section 
34-705, Idaho Code, a declaration of candidacy as an 
independent candidate, during the period specified 
in section 34-704, Idaho Code. Such declaration must 
state that he is offering himself as an independent 
candidate, must declare that he has no political party 
affiliation, and must declare the office for which 
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he seeks election. Each such declaration must be 
accompanied by a petition containing the following 
number of signatures of qualified electors:
(a) One thousand (1,000) for any statewide office;
(b) Five hundred (500) for any congressional district 
office;
(c) Fifty (50) for any legislative district office;
(d) Five (5) for any county office.

(3) Signatures on the petitions required in this section 
shall be verified in the manner prescribed in section 
34-1807, Idaho Code, on a form similar to that used for 
recall petitions under chapter 17, title 34, Idaho Code, 
as prescribed by the secretary of state.
(4) If all of the requirements of this section have been 
met, the proper officer shall cause the name of each 
independent candidate who has qualified to be placed 
on the general election ballot, according to instructions 
of the secretary of state.

18 SECTION 18. THAT SECTION 34-712, IDAHO 
CODE, BE, AND THE SAME IS HEREBY 
AMENDED TO READ AS FOLLOWS: 

34-712. SAMPLE FORM FOR PRIMARY AND TOP FOUR 
PRIMARY ELECTION BALLOTS. (1) The secretary of state 
shall provide the sample form of the primary and top 
four primary election ballot to each of the county clerks 
no later than forty (40) days prior to the primary.
(2) The primary election sample ballot shall contain 
the proper political party candidates to be voted upon 
within the county whose declarations were filed and 
certified in the office of the secretary of state with 
instructions for the placing of political party candidates 
seeking the political party nomination for county and 
precinct offices.
(3) The top four primary election sample ballots shall 
contain the proper candidates for top four primary 
elections whose declarations were filed and certified in 
the office of the secretary of state with instructions for 
the placing of the candidates.
(4) If a county is within more than one (1) legislative 
district, the secretary of state shall provide a sample 
ballot for each legislative district which includes part 
of the county.

19 SECTION 19. THAT SECTION 34-713, IDAHO 
CODE, BE, AND THE SAME IS HEREBY 
AMENDED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

34-713. PREPARATION OF PRIMARY AND TOP FOUR 
PRIMARY BALLOTS. (1)Upon receipt of the sample 
ballot and instructions from the secretary of state, each 
county clerk shall print and prepare the official primary 
and top four primary ballots for the forthcoming 
election. The printing of the ballots shall be a county 
expense and paid out of the county treasury.
(1) Each county clerk shall cause to be published on 
the earliest date possible in May the names of all the 
political party candidates who shall appear on the 
primary ballot and all candidates who shall appear on 
the top four primary ballot. The names shall be listed 
alphabetically under each particular office title.

20 SECTION 20. THAT SECTION 34-714, IDAHO 
CODE, BE, AND THE SAME IS HEREBY 
AMENDED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

34-714. FILLING VACANCIES IN SLATE OF POLITICAL 
PARTY CANDIDATES OCCURRING PRIOR TO PRIMARY 
ELECTION. (1)(a) Vacancies that occur before the 
primary election in the slate of candidates of any 
political party because of the death, disqualification 
for any reason, or withdrawal from the nomination 
process by the candidate, shall be filled in the following 
manner by the county central committee if the vacancy 
occurs for the office of precinct committeeman if only 
one (1) candidate declared for that particular office:.
(a) By the county central committee if the vacancy 
occurs for the office of precinct committeeman or for 
a county office.
(b) By the legislative district central committee if the 
vacancy occurs for the office of state representative or 
state senator.
(c) By the state central committee if the vacancy occurs 
for a federal or state office.
(b) The county and legislative district central committee 
shall fill the vacancy within fifteen (15) days from the 
date the vacancy occurred. The state central committee 
shall fill the vacancy within thirty (30) days from the 
date the vacancy occurred.
(c) Any political party candidate so appointed by the 
proper central committee must, in order to have 
his name on the primary ballot, file a declaration of 
candidacy and pay the required filing fee.
(2) No central committee shall fill any vacancy which 
occurs within ten (10) days prior to the primary 
election. Vacancies which occur during this ten (10) day 
period because of the death, disqualification for any 
reason, or withdrawal from the nomination process by 
the candidate shall be filled according to the provisions 
of section 34-715, Idaho Code.
(3) Vacancies that occur in a slate of candidates for 
precinct committeeman within ten (10) days prior to 
the primary election shall not be filled.

21 SECTION 21. THAT SECTION 34-715, IDAHO 
CODE, BE, AND THE SAME IS HEREBY 
AMENDED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

34-715. FILLING OF VACANCIES OCCURRING BEFORE 
OR AFTER PRIMARY ELECTION OR AFTER TOP FOUR 
PRIMARY ELECTION. Vacancies that occur during 
the ten (10) day period before a primary election, or 
after the primary election but at least ten (10) days 
before the general election in the slate of candidates 
of any political party, except candidates for precinct 
committeeman, shall be filled in the following manner:
(1) By the county central committee if it is a vacancy by 
a candidate for a county office.
(2) By the legislative district central committee if it is a 
vacancy by a candidate for the state legislature.
(3) By the state central committee if it is a vacancy by 
a candidate for a federal or a state office.

The county and legislative district central committee 
shall fill the vacancy within fifteen (15) days from the 

date the vacancy occurred. The state central committee 
shall fill the vacancy within thirty (30) days from the 
date the vacancy occurred.
Any political party candidate so appointed by the 
proper central committee must, in order to have 
his name on the general ballot, file a declaration of 
candidacy and pay the required filing fee.
(1) Vacancies that occur in a slate of candidates for 
precinct committeeman within ten (10) days prior to 
the primary election shall not be filled.
(2) Vacancies in races for United States senate or United 
States house of representatives, state legislature, or 
any elective state office or county elective office that 
occur after the top four primary election but at least 
ten (10) days before the general election shall be filled 
by advancing the candidate, if any, who received the 
most votes in the top four primary but did not qualify 
to advance to the general election pursuant to the 
provisions of section 34-703(2)(c), Idaho Code.
(3) If it cannot be determined which candidate received 
the most votes because two (2) or more candidates are 
tied with an equal number of votes, that tie shall be 
broken in a manner similar to the provisions of section 
34-1216, Idaho Code at a time determined by the 
secretary of state.

22 SECTION 22. THAT SECTION 34-904, 
IDAHO CODE, BE, AND THE SAME IS 
HEREBY AMENDED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

34-904. PRIMARY AND TOP FOUR PRIMARY ELECTION 
BALLOTS. (1) There shall be a separate primary election 
ballot for each political party upon which its ticket shall 
be printed; however, a county may use a separate ballot 
for the office of precinct committeeman. All candidates 
who have filed their declarations of candidacy and are 
subsequently certified shall be listed under the proper 
office titles on their political party ticket The secretary 
of state shall design the primary election ballot to allow 
for write-in candidates when needed.
(2) The office titles for top four primary elections shall 
be listed in order beginning with the highest federal 
office and ending with county offices precinct offices. 
The secretary of state has the discretion and authority 
to arrange the classifications of offices as provided by 
law.
(3) It is not necessary to print a primary ballot for a 
political party which does not have candidates for 
more than half of the federal or statewide offices on 
the ballot if no more than one (1) candidate files for 
nomination by that party for any of the offices on 
the ballot The secretary of state shall certify that no 
primary election is necessary for that party if such is 
the case and shall certify to the county clerk the names 
of candidates for that party for the general election 
ballot only.
(4) Ballots for top four primary elections shall list all 
candidates who have qualified pursuant to section 
34-704A, Idaho Code. After each candidate’s name, 
the ballot shall include that candidate’s indicated 
party affiliation, if any, and the ballot shall contain 
a disclaimer informing the voter that a candidate’s 
designated affiliation does not imply that the 
candidate is nominated or endorsed by the political 
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party or group or that the party or group approves 
of or associates with that candidate, but only that the 
candidate is registered as affiliated with the political 
party or political group.

23 SECTION 23. THAT SECTION 34-904A, 
IDAHO CODE, BE, AND THE SAME IS 
HEREBY AMENDED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

34-904A. ELIGIBILITY TO VOTE IN PRIMARY AND TOP 
FOUR PRIMARY ELECTIONS. (1) Except as provided 
in subsection (2) of this section, an elector who has 
designated a party affiliation shall be allowed to vote 
only in the primary election of the political party for 
which such an elector is so registered.
(2) A political party qualified to participate in elections 
pursuant to section 34-501, Idaho Code, may, no later 
than the last Tuesday in the November prior to a 
primary election, notify the secretary of state in writing 
that the political party elects to allow, in addition to 
those electors who have registered with that political 
party, any of the following to vote in such party’s 
primary election:
(a) Electors designated as “unaffiliated”;
(b) Electors registered with a different political 
party qualified to participate in elections pursuant 
to section 34- 501, Idaho Code. In the event a state 
chairman of apolitical party elects to allow electors to 
vote in that party’s primary election pursuant to this 
paragraph, the state chairman shall identify which 
political parties’ registrants are allowed to vote in such 
primary election.

(3) In the event that more than one (1) political party 
allows “unaffiliated” electors to vote in their party’s 
primary election, an “unaffiliated” elector shall 
designate which political party’s primary election 
the elector chooses to vote in by declaring such 
designation to the poll worker or other appropriate 
election personnel, who shall then record in the poll 
book the elector’s choice. The county clerk shall record 
such choice as part of the elector’s voting history within 
the voter registration system as provided for in section 
34-437A, Idaho Code. 
(4) In the event no more than one (1) political party 
allows “unaffiliated” electors to vote in their party’s 
primary election, an “unaffiliated” elector may 
designate that political party’s primary election as the 
election the elector chooses to vote in by declaring such 
designation to the poll worker or other appropriate 
election personnel, who shall then record in the poll 
book the elector’s choice. The county clerk shall record 
such choice as part of the elector’s voting history within 
the voter registration system as provided for in section 
34-437A, Idaho Code.
(5) An “unaffiliated” elector having declared such 
designation as provided for in subsection (3) or (4) 
of this section shall not be permitted to vote in the 
primary election of any other party held on that 
primary election date.
(6) If an “unaffiliated” elector does not declare a choice 
of political party’s primary election ballot, the elector 
shall not be permitted to vote in any political party’s 
primary election but shall receive a nonpartisan ballot 
when such a ballot is available.

(7) In the event that one (1) or more political parties 
allow electors affiliated with a different political party to 
vote in their primary election pursuant to this section, 
an elector affiliated with a different political party shall 
declare to the poll worker or other appropriate election 
personnel in which primary election ballot such elector 
wishes to vote. The county clerk shall record such 
choice as part of the elector’s voting history within the 
voter registration system as provided for in section 34-
437A, Idaho Code.
(8) Provided that all other provisions of this act are 
complied with, nothing in this section shall be construed 
to prohibit an elector designated as “unaffiliated” 
from voting in the primary election of a different 
party held in subsequent years. Notwithstanding any 
other provision of this act, if a political party allows 
“unaffiliated” electors to vote in that political party’s 
primary election pursuant to this section, a vote by an 
“unaffiliated” elector in such primary election shall not 
change or affect the elector’s “unaffiliated” designation.
(9) Every qualified elector shall be allowed to vote in 
the top four primary election, regardless of party 
affiliation.

24 SECTION 24. THAT SECTION 34-906, 
IDAHO CODE, BE, AND THE SAME IS 
HEREBY AMENDED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

34-906. BALLOTS FOR GENERAL ELECTIONS –. (1) There 
shall be a single general election ballot on which the 
names of the candidates that advanced from the top 
four primary and such other candidates and questions 
as provided by law the complete ticket of each political 
party shall be printed. Each political party ticket shall 
include that party’s nominee for each particular office. 
The secretary of state shall design the general election 
ballot to allow for write-in candidates when needed.
(2) The office titles shall be listed in order beginning 
with the highest federal office. The secretary of state 
has the discretion and authority to arrange the above 
classifications of offices as provided by law.
(3) For elections conducted by instant runoff voting, 
the ballots shall:
(a) Allow voters to rank each candidate in order of 
preference;
(b) Contain a statement instructing electors on how 
to assign rankings and prohibiting the assigning of 
the same ranking to more than one (1) candidate or 
ranking any candidate more than once;
(c) Include after each candidate’s name that 
candidate’s party affiliation pursuant to section 34-
704A, Idaho Code, if any; and
(d) Include a disclaimer informing the voter that a 
candidate’s designated affiliation does not imply 
that the candidate is nominated or endorsed by the 
political party or group or that the party or group 
approves of or associates with that candidate, but 
only that the candidate is registered as affiliated with 
the political party or political group.

(3)(4) At any general election at which the electors are to 
vote upon constitutional amendments or other issues, 
the secretary of state shall provide separate general 
election ballot forms on which such amendments and 
issues shall be printed. The secretary of state has the 

discretion and authority to provide separate general 
election ballot forms on which the names of candidates 
shall be printed as needed.
(5) Instead of the disclaimer provided by subsection 
(3) of this section, when candidates for president and 
vice  president of the United States appear on a general 
election ballot, the ballots shall include a disclaimer 
informing the voter that a candidate’s designated 
affiliation does not imply that the candidate is 
nominated or endorsed by the political party or 
political group or that the political party or political 
group approves of or associates with that candidate, 
but only that the candidate is registered as affiliated 
with the party or group. The election for president and 
vice-president of the United States is different. Some 
candidates for president and vice-president are the 
official nominees of their political party.

25 SECTION 25. THAT SECTION 34-908, 
IDAHO CODE, BE, AND THE SAME IS 
HEREBY AMENDED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

34-908. EACH BALLOT TO CARRY OFFICIAL ELECTION 
BALLOT IDENTIFICATION ON OUTSIDE – MARKING OF 
BALLOT BY VOTER. (1) Every ballot used at any primary, 
top four primary, general or special election shall be 
marked on the outside with the official election ballot 
identification before it is given to the voter. At this time 
the election official distributing the ballots shall give 
the voter instructions in regard to folding the ballot 
after he has voted.
(2) The Except as required by subsection (4) of this 
section, the voter shall mark his ballot with across (X) 
or other mark sufficient to show his intent in the place 
provided after the name of the candidate for whom he 
intends to vote for each office.
(3) If Except as required by subsection (4) of this section, 
if a person votes by writing the name of a candidate 
on the ballot, such act shall constitute a vote for the 
person’s name who appears without the necessity of 
placing a mark after the name written on the ballot, 
unless such a mark is required by a vote tally system.
(4) In elections conducted by instant runoff voting, the 
voter shall mark the voter’s ballot with a mark sufficient 
to show the voter’s intent in the place provided that 
indicates the specific ranking the voter wishes to assign 
to each candidate. The voter may assign a ranking to 
each candidate listed on the ballot and one (1) write-
in candidate per race. Voters are not required to rank 
every candidate. A ballot will be tabulated pursuant to 
section 34-1218, Idaho Code, regardless of how many 
candidates the voter has ranked.

26 SECTION 26. THAT SECTION 34-909, 
IDAHO CODE, BE, AND THE SAME IS 
HEREBY AMENDED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

34-909. GENERAL ELECTION SAMPLE BALLOTS 
FORWARDED TO COUNTIES BY SECRETARY OF STATE. 
(1) The secretary of state, no later than September 7, 
shall provide the necessary general election sample 
ballot layout to each of the county clerks.
(2) The sample ballot layout shall contain the proper 
office titles, order of offices and ballot layout for the 
general election, with instructions for placement 
of candidates seeking election for federal, state, 
legislative, county and precinct offices and candidates 
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seeking judicial office or retention. If a county is within 
more than one (1) legislative district, the secretary of 
state shall provide instructions on the requirements 
for a separate ballot for each legislative district that is 
within the county.
(3) The secretary of state shall certify to the county 
clerks the names and political party or party affiliation, 
as applicable, of the candidates qualified for placement 
on the general election ballot for all federal, state and 
legislative district offices on the sample ballots, along 
with any judicial candidates, by no later than the ninth 
Friday prior to the general election.
(4) The secretary of state shall certify the name of a 
candidate being appointed by the appropriate central 
committee as provided by section 34-715, Idaho 
Code, by no later than the next business day after 
the appointment is received in the secretary of state’s 
office, if received after the certification of candidates to 
the county clerks under subsection (3) of this section.

27 SECTION 27. THAT SECTION 34-1201, 
IDAHO CODE, BE, AND THE SAME IS 
HEREBY AMENDED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

34-1201. CANVASS OF VOTES. (1) When the polls are 
closed, the judges must immediately proceed to count 
the ballots cast at such election. The counting must be 
continued without adjournment until completed and 
the result declared.
(2) If the precinct has duplicate ballot boxes, the 
counting may begin after five (5) ballots have been 
cast. At this time, the additional clerks shall close the 
first ballot box and retire to the counting area and 
count the ballots. Upon completion of this counting, 
the clerks shall return the ballot box and then proceed 
to count all of the ballots cast in the second box during 
this period. This counting shall continue until the polls 
are closed, at which time all election personnel shall 
complete the counting of the ballots.
(3) The county clerk may designate paper ballots be 
returned to a central count location for counting by 
special counting boards. If the paper ballots are to be 
counted at a central count location, a procedure may 
be adopted to deliver the voted ballots to the county 
clerk prior to the closing of the polls. The results of 
this early count shall not be released to the public until 
after 8:00 p.m. of election day.
(4) After being counted, all ballots shall be sealed 
and stored until such time as the recount period has 
passed or a recount has been completed. Ballots may 
be unsealed and resealed as part of a post election 
audit conducted pursuant to section 34-1203A Idaho 
Code.
(5) Elections conducted by instant runoff voting shall 
be canvassed pursuant to the provisions of section 34-
1218, Idaho Code.

28 SECTION 28. THAT SECTION 34-1203, 
IDAHO CODE, BE, AND THE SAME 
IS HEREBY AMENDED TO READ AS 
FOLLOWS:·

34-1203. COUNTING OF BALLOTS - CERTIFICATES OF 
JUDGES. (1) Subject to the provisions of section 34-1218, 
Idaho Code, the The ballots and polls lists agreeing, the 
election personnel shall then proceed to tally the votes 

cast. Under each office title, the number of votes for 
each candidate and such other information required 
by the secretary of state shall be entered in the tally 
books together with the total of the above figures in 
the manner prescribed by the secretary of state. Any 
ballot or part of a ballot from which it is impossible to 
determine the elector’s choice shall be void and shall 
not be counted. When a ballot is sufficiently plain to 
determine therefrom a part of the voter’s intention, it 
shall be the duty of the judges to count such part.
(2) Following the counting, the judges must transmit a 
copy of the results to the county clerk.
(3)(a) For any election in which at least one (1) office 
election or ballot question in the county occurs in both 
time zones in Idaho, the county clerk shall release no 
election results to the public until all voting places in 
the state have closed on election day.
(b) If no office election or ballot question in the county 
occurs in both time zones in Idaho, the county clerk 
may release the election results to the public at any 
time after all voting places in the county have closed 
on election day.

(4) The secretary of state shall issue directives or 
promulgate administrative rules adopting standards 
that define what constitutes a vote and what will be 
counted as a vote for each category of voting system 
used in this state.

29 SECTION 29. THAT SECTION 34-1203A, 
IDAHO CODE, BE, AND THE SAME IS 
HEREBY AMENDED TO READ AS FOLLOWS: 

34-1203A. POST ELECTION AUDIT OF SELECTED 
BALLOTS.
(1)(a) After the completion of all county canvasses for 
any primary or general election, the secretary of state 
shall identify and order a post election audit of certain 
paper ballots cast in any election, shall immediately 
post to the website of the office of the secretary of 
state a list of the elections, counties, and precincts 
selected for audit, and shall immediately notify each 
affected county clerk and county sheriff of the same. 
Upon receiving such notification, the county sheriff 
shall immediately impound and take into custody 
the affected ballots pursuant to the procedures in 
chapter 23, title 34, Idaho Code. Upon completion of 
the post election audit, the ballots shall be resealed 
and returned to the custody of the county clerk, or the 
county sheriff in the event that the ballots are subject 
to a recount pursuant to chapter 23, title 34, Idaho 
Code.
(b) A post election audit authorized pursuant to 
paragraph (a) of this subsection may be ordered for:
(i) Any or all federal elections held in Idaho;
(ii) The election for governor;
(iii) The statewide office election having the 
narrowest percentage margin of votes;
(iv) The statewide ballot question election having the 
narrowest percentage margin of votes; and
(v) One (1) legislative office election within the 
county.

(c) The precincts selected for audit pursuant to 
paragraph (a) of this subsection shall:
(i) Be selected by lot by the secretary of state without 
the use of a computer at an open public meeting 
governed by the provisions of chapter 2, title 74, 
Idaho Code; and
(ii) Not exceed five percent (5%) of the precincts in 
the county or one (1) precinct, whichever is greater. 
Provided, however, that multiple precincts may be 
selected in any county if the number of ballots from 
the precincts so selected is less than two thousand 
one hundred (2,100).

(d) The secretary of state, in lieu of auditing the early or 
absentee ballots from any precincts selected for post 
election audit, may select days, batches, legislative 
districts, or tabulation machines of early or absentee 
ballots for audit until the number of ballots selected 
equals or exceeds the number of early or absentee 
ballots that were cast from the precincts selected for 
post election audit. Such days, batches, legislative 
districts, or tabulation machines shall be selected 
under the same requirements by which precincts 
were selected. The provisions of this paragraph apply 
only to a county that:
(i) Does not organize the storage of its early or 
absentee ballots by precinct;
(ii) Organizes the storage of such ballots by day, 
batch, legislative district, or tabulation machine; and
(iii) Publicly reports the election results for early or 
absentee ballots by day, batch, legislative district, or 
tabulation machine on the county’s website prior to 
the secretary of state’s selection of precincts to be 
audited.

(2) The secretary of state shall conduct, and the 
county clerks shall facilitate, any post election audit 
ordered pursuant to subsection (1) of this section. 
Such an audit shall be open to attendance by news 
media personnel. By directive issued at least sixty (60) 
days prior to the election, the secretary of state shall 
determine the procedures by which the post election 
audit is to be conducted. Such procedures shall be 
developed in consultation with county clerks and shall 
include provisions allowing each interested candidate 
and political party, and each political committee 
that publicly reported expending money on a ballot 
question for which the results will be audited, to appoint 
a designated observer. Within the time specified in the 
directive, the secretary of state shall report the results 
of any post election audits on the website of the office 
of the secretary of state and to the county clerk of each 
county in which paper ballots were audited.
(3) The secretary of state may order additional post 
election audits, without regard to the election or 
precinct limitations provided in subsection (1) of this 
section, if he determines that such action is warranted 
by the findings of the audits ordered pursuant to 
subsection (1) of this section. The secretary of state 
shall limit such orders for additional post election 
audits to the types of problems identified by the audits 
performed pursuant to subsection (1) of this section.
(4) The office of the secretary of state shall pay for the 
cost of any post election audits conducted pursuant to 
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this section, including reimbursing county clerks for 
any costs associated with facilitating such audits.
(5) Post election audits for elections using instant 
runoff voting shall be conducted using procedures 
established pursuant to rules promulgated by the 
secretary of state pursuant to chapter 52, title 67, 
Idaho Code.

30 SECTION 30. THAT SECTION 34-1206, 
IDAHO CODE, BE, AND THE SAME IS 
HEREBY AMENDED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

34-1206. BOARD’S STATEMENT OF VOTES CAST. (1)
The board shall examine and make a statement of 
the total number of votes cast for all candidates or 
special questions that shall have been voted upon at 
the election. The statement shall set forth the special 
questions and the names of the candidates for whom 
the votes have been cast. It shall also include the total 
number of votes cast for each candidate for office by 
precinct or polling location for elections conducted 
pursuant to chapter 14, title 34, Idaho Code, and the 
total number of affirmative and negative votes cast for 
any special question by precinct or polling location for 
elections conducted pursuant to chapter 14, title 34, 
Idaho Code. The board shall certify that such statement 
is true, subscribe their names thereto, and deliver it to 
the county clerk.
(2) The secretary of state shall promulgate rules 
pursuant to chapter 52, title 67, Idaho Code to address 
statements of votes cast for candidates in elections 
conducted by instant runoff voting.

31 SECTION 31. THAT SECTION 34-1208, 
IDAHO CODE, BE, AND THE SAME IS 
HEREBY AMENDED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

34-1208. CERTIFICATES OF NOMINATION OR 
ELECTION. Immediately after the top four primary 
election canvass the county clerk shall issue certificates 
of nomination to the political party candidates of each 
party who receive the highest a sufficient number 
of votes for their particular county office to advance 
to the general election pursuant to 34- 703(2), Idaho 
Code., and the The candidates so certified shall have 
their names placed on the general election ballot: On 
or before the eighth day after the primary election 
canvass, the county clerk shall issue certificates of 
election to the precinct committeemen of each political 
party who receive the highest number of votes in 
their precinct. Provided that to be elected, a precinct 
committeeman shall receive a minimum of five (5) 
votes. In the event no candidate receives the minimum 
number of votes required to be elected, a vacancy in 
the office shall exist and shall be filled as otherwise 
provided by law. The county clerk shall also certify by 
registered mail the results of the primary election to 
the secretary of state. The form for such certificate 
shall be prescribed by the secretary of state and be 
uniform throughout the state.

32 SECTION 32. THAT SECTION 34-1209, 
IDAHO CODE, BE, AND THE SAME IS 
HEREBY AMENDED TO READ AS FOLLOWS: 

34-1.209. CERTIFICATES OF ELECTION TO COUNTY 
CANDIDATES AFTER GENERAL ELECTION. Immediately 
after the general election canvass, the county clerk 
shall issue a certificate of election to the county 
candidates who received the highest number of votes 
for that particular office and they shall be considered 
duly elected to assume the duties of the office for 
the next ensuing term. For elections conducted by 
instant runoff voting, the secretary of state shall issue 
certificates of election to the candidates who received 
the highest number of votes after a complete instant 
runoff tabulation pursuant to section 34-1218, Idaho 
Code.

33 SECTION 33. THAT SECTION 34-1214, 
IDAHO CODE, BE, AND THE SAME IS 
HEREBY AMENDED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

34-1214. CERTIFICATES OF NOMINATION OR ELECTION 
TO FEDERAL, STATE, DISTRICT OR NONPARTISAN 
OFFICES AFTER PRIMARY AND TOP FOUR PRIMARY. 
(1) Immediately after the top four primary election 
canvass, the secretary of state shall issue certificates of 
nomination to the political party candidates for United 
States senate, United States house of representatives. 
State legislature, and elective state office of each party 
who receive the highest a sufficient number of votes 
for their particular federal, state or district office to 
advance to the general election pursuant to 34-703(2), 
Idaho Code. The candidates so certified shall have 
their names placed on the general election ballot.
(2) Immediately after the primary election canvass, the 
secretary of state shall issue certificates of nomination 
to the nonpartisan candidate or candidates who 
receive the highest number of votes for the number 
of vacancies which are to be filled for a particular 
office and also to the same number of candidates who 
receive the second highest number of votes for the 
particular office. The candidates so certified shall have 
their names placed on the general election ballot. If it 
appears from the canvass that a particular candidate 
has received a majority of the total vote cast for the 
particular office, he shall be issued a certificate of 
election instead of a certificate of nomination and no 
candidates shall run for the particular office in the 
general election.

34 SECTION 34. THAT SECTION 34-1215, 
IDAHO CODE, BE, AND THE SAME IS 
HEREBY AMENDED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

34-1215. CERTIFICATES OF ELECTION TO FEDERAL, 
STATE AND DISTRICT OFFICES AFTER GENERAL 
ELECTION. Immediately after the general election 
canvass, the secretary of state shall issue certificates of 
election to the federal, state and district candidates who 
received the highest number of votes for the particular 
office and they shall be considered duly elected to 
assume the duties of the office for the next ensuing 
term. For elections conducted by instant runoff voting, 
the secretary of state shall issue certificates of election 
to the candidates who received the highest number 
of votes after a complete instant runoff tabulation 
pursuant to section 34-1218, Idaho Code.

35 SECTION 35. THAT SECTION 34-1216, 
IDAHO CODE, BE, AND THE SAME IS 
HEREBY AMENDED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

34-1216. TIE VOTES - IN STATE OR DISTRICT ELECTIONS. 
In the case of a tie vote between the candidates at a 
primary, top four primary, or general election, or the 
final round of a general election conducted by instant 
runoff voting, which tie must be broken in order 
to determine which candidate is elected or which 
candidates will advance to the general election, the 
interested parties or their authorized agents shall 
appear before the secretary of state within two (2) days 
after the canvass and the tie shall be determined by a 
toss of a coin. Tie votes in the final round of general 
elections for executive office conducted by instant 
runoff voting shall be broken under Section 2, Article 
IV, Idaho Constitution.

36 SECTION 36. THAT CHAPTER 12, TITLE 
34, IDAHO CODE, BE, AND THE SAME IS 
HEREBY AMENDED BY THE ADDITION 
THERETO OF A NEW SECTION, TO BE 
KNOWN AND DESIGNATED AS SECTION 
34-1218, IDAHO CODE, AND TO READ AS 
FOLLOWS:

34-1218. INSTANT RUNOFF VOTING – DEFINITIONS 
– TABULATION. (1) For the purpose of instant runoff 
voting elections, unless the context or usage indicates 
otherwise, the following words have the following 
meanings:
(a) “Active candidate” means any candidate who 
has not been eliminated and has not withdrawn his 
candidacy according to law.
(b) “Highest-ranked active candidate” means the 
active candidate assigned to a higher ranking than 
any other active candidate.
(c) “Overvote” means an instance in which a voter 
has ranked more than one (1) candidate at the same 
ranking.
(d) “Ranking” means the number available to be 
assigned by a voter to a candidate to express the 
voter’s choice for that candidate. The number “1” is 
the highest ranking, followed by “2” and then “3” and 
so on.
(e) “Round” means an instance of the sequence of 
voting tabulation as provided in subsection (3) of this 
section.

(2) All general elections and all special elections to fill 
vacancies, as applicable, for congress, state elective 
office, county elective office or the state legislature 
involving three (3) or more candidates shall be 
conducted using instant runoff voting.
(3) Tabulation for elections conducted by instant runoff 
voting shall proceed in rounds. In around of tabulation, 
each ballot counts as a vote for its highest-ranked 
active candidate. Tabulation shall proceed sequentially 
as follows:
(a) If two (2) or fewer active candidates remain, the 
candidate with the highest number of votes is elected 
and tabulation is complete.
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(b) In the first round only, if more than two (2) active 
candidates remain and there is at least one (1) write-
in candidate who has filed a declaration of intent 
pursuant to section 34-702A, Idaho Code, then each 
such write-in candidate who received fewer than 
one hundred (100) votes or fewer votes than any 
active non-write-in candidate, shall be eliminated 
simultaneously and votes for those candidates shall 
be transferred to each ballot’s next  highest-ranked 
active candidate.
(c) In any round other than those described in 
paragraphs (a) and (b) of this subsection, if more than 
two (2) active candidates remain, the active candidate 
with the fewest votes shall be eliminated and votes 
for that candidate shall be transferred to each ballot’s 
next-highest-ranked active candidate. This process 
shall be repeated until two (2) or fewer candidates 
remain.

(4) An inactive ballot does not count as a vote for any 
ranked active candidate. A ballot becomes inactive if:
(a) It does not contain rankings for any active 
candidate; or
(b) It contains an overvote that includes its highest-
ranked candidate.

(5)(a) If two (2) or more candidates are tied with the 
fewest votes and tabulation cannot continue until the 
candidate with the fewest votes is defeated, then the 
candidate to be defeated shall be determined by lot.
(b) If there is a tie in a final round of tabulation and the 
winner cannot be determined until the tie is broken, 
that tie shall be broken as provided by law or the 
constitution of the state of Idaho as the case may be. 

(6)(a) In order to determine a party’s vote share under 
section 2, article III of the constitution of the state of 
Idaho or for any other purpose not otherwise provided 
by law, the aggregate total of all votes cast in the first 
round of tabulation for candidates who have indicated 
their affiliation with that party on the ballot pursuant 
to section 34-704A, Idaho Code, shall be used.
(b) In order to determine a candidate or elected 
official’s party affiliation for the purpose of filling a 
vacancy or any other purpose, the party affiliation 
indicated on the ballot pursuant to section 34-704A, 
Idaho Code, by that candidate or elected official shall 
be used, unless otherwise provided by law.

(7) The secretary of state shall promulgate 
administrative rules pursuant to chapter 52, title 67, 
Idaho Code, for elections conducted by instant runoff 
voting, including rules for canvassing, for tabulation, 
and for releasing unofficial preliminary round-by-
round results as soon as feasible after the polls close 
and at regular intervals thereafter until the counting of 
ballots is complete.

37 SECTION 37. THAT SECTION 34-2410, 
IDAHO CODE, BE, AND THE SAME IS 
HEREBY AMENDED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

34-2410. SPECIFICATIONS FOR VOTING MACHINES OR 
VOTE TALLY SYSTEMS. (1) No voting machine or vote 
tally system shall be approved by the secretary of state 
unless it is constructed so that it:
(a) Secures to the voter secrecy in the act of voting.
(b) Provides facilities for voting for the candidates of as 
many political parties or organizations as may make 
nominations and for or against as many measures as 
may be submitted.
(c) Permits the voter to vote for any person for any 
office and upon any measure that he has the right to 
vote for.
(d) Permits the voter, except at primary elections, to 
vote for all the candidates of one (1) party or in part 
for the candidates of one ( 1) party and in part for the 
candidates of one or more other parties.
(e) Permits the voter to vote for as many persons for 
an office as he is lawfully entitled to vote for but no 
more.
(f) Prevents the voter from voting for the same person 
more than once for the same office.
(g) Correctly registers or records all votes cast for 
any and all persons and for or against any and all 
measures.
(h) Can be adjusted so that the counting mechanism 
rejects any vote cast on the tabulating card in excess 
of the number which the voter is entitled to vote.
(i) Provides that a vote for more than one (1) candidate 
cannot be cast by one (1) single operation of the 
machine or vote tally system. Can conduct an instant 
runoff voting election pursuant to section 34-1218, 
Idaho Code.

(2) A vote tally system shall be:
(a) Capable of correctly counting votes on ballots or 
ballot cards on which the proper number of votes 
have been marked for any office or question or issue 
that has been voted.
(b) Capable of ignoring the votes marked for any 
office or question or issue where more than the 
allowable number of votes have been marked, but 
shall correctly count the properly voted portions of 
the ballot card.
(c) Capable of accumulating a count of the specific 
number of ballots or ballot cards tallied for a precinct, 
accumulating total votes by a candidate for each 
office; and accumulating total votes for and against 
each question and issue of the ballots or ballot cards 
tallied for a precinct.
(d) Capable of tallying votes from ballots or ballot 
cards of different political parties, from the same 
precinct, in the case of a primary election.

(e) Capable of accommodating rotation of candidates’ 
names on the ballot or ballot card, provided that all 
ballots or ballot cards from one (1) precinct shall be of 
the same rotation sequence.
(f) Capable of automatically producing precinct 
totals in either printed, marked, or punched form, or 
combinations thereof.
(g) Capable of tabulating votes in an instant runoff 
election pursuant to section 34-1218, Idaho Code.

38 SECTION 38. THAT SECTION 34-2305, 
IDAHO CODE, BE, AND THE SAME IS 
HEREBY AMENDED TO READ AS FOLLOWS: 

34-2305. MANNER OF RECOUNTING. At the time 
and place fixed for recounting the ballots cast in any 
precinct all ballots shall be recounted in plain view of 
the candidates or their representatives. The recount 
shall commence at the time and place so ordered, 
and shall continue until the recount is finished and the 
results tabulated. The attorney general shall be the final 
authority concerning any question which arises during 
the recount for federal, state, county or municipal 
elections. The county prosecuting attorney shall be 
the final authority concerning any question that arises 
during the recount of other elections. The secretary of 
state shall promulgate administrative rules pursuant 
to chapter 52, title 67, Idaho Code, for the conduct of 
recounts of instant runoff voting elections.

39 SECTION 39. THAT SECTION 34-903B, 
IDAHO CODE, BE AND THE SAME IS 
HEREBY REPEALED.

40 SECTION 40. ALL STATUTES ENACTED 
BEFORE THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF THIS 
ACT THAT ARE INCONSISTENT WITH THE 
PROVISIONS OF THIS ACT ARE HEREBY 
REPEALED AND THE IDAHO CODE 
COMMISSION SHALL INCLUDE SUCH 
REPEALERS IN THE ANNUAL CODIFIERS’ 
CORRECTIONS BILL AS NECESSARY.

41 SECTION 41. SEVERABILITY. THE 
PROVISIONS OF THIS ACT ARE HEREBY 
DECLARED TO BE SEVERABLE AND IF 
ANY PROVISION OF THIS ACT OR THE 
APPLICATION OF SUCH PROVISION TO 
ANY PERSON OR CIRCUMSTANCE IS 
DECLARED INVALID FOR ANY REASON, 
SUCH DECLARATION SHALL NOT AFFECT 
THE VALIDITY OF THE REMAINING 
PORTIONS OF THIS ACT.

42 SECTION 42. THIS ACT SHALL BE IN FULL 
FORCE AND EFFECT ON AND AFTER 
JANUARY 1, 2025. END.
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Idaho Voting Stats at VoteIdaho.gov
Learn more about Idaho’s voting patterns, historical trends, and demographic infor-
mation with interactive charts, graphs, and maps. The VoteIdaho.gov data and dash-
boards page features engaging and dynamic data that breaks down Idaho’s political 
landscape.

Voter Turnout & Statistics
Explore turnout and other statistics from the 
2024 Primary Election

• Turnout Heat Map
• Turnout by County
• Ballots Cast
• Election Day Registrations
• Raw Data, and more

Voter Explorer
Explore Idaho Voter Demographics

• Party breakdowns
• Gender breakdowns
• Age ranges
• Multiple views including County & District

And Much More!
• Campaign Finance Data
• Independent Expenditures
• Voters Moving To Idaho

Important Election Dates
Pre-registration Deadline 
Deadline to register to vote before the General 
Election. 
After this date, eligible voters may still register 
to vote during early voting or on Election Day, 
November 5.

Election Day - 2024 General Election
Polling locations are open from 8:00 a.m. to 
8:00 p.m.
If you are not registered to vote, you may register 
to vote in person at your polling location with a 
valid ID and proof of residence.

Early & In-Person Absentee Voting
Locations are open Monday through Friday from 
8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Check with your county elections office to find a 
location near you. Early Voting may begin earlier 
than October 21.

F R I D A Y
OCTOBER

11
M O N

21    1 
OCT

 F R I
NOV

-
Absentee Ballot Request Deadline
Deadline to request to receive an absentee ballot 
before the General Election. 
Visit VoteIdaho.gov to request an absentee ballot 
to be mailed.

F R I D A Y
OCTOBER

25
T U E S D A Y
NOVEMBER

5

VISIT

Find more information at 



This Section For Official Use Only

Have you ever been convicted of a felony?  Yes  No 

If yes, have your rights been restored?  Yes  No 

Or

1

Eligibility
Verify your eligibility to 
vote in Idaho. Fraudulently 
or falsely completing this 
form is a felony.

Are you a citizen of the United States of America?  Yes  No

Will you be 18 or older on or before Election Day?  Yes  No

IDAHO VOTER REGISTRATION FORM
Save time. Register online at VOTEIDAHO.GOVVOTEIDAHO.GOV.

Use this form to register to 
vote or update your voter 
registration in Idaho.

2

Your name
If your name has changed, 
provide your previous name.

3

Voter identification
An Idaho Driver’s License 
number is preferred. Otherwise, 
use your Social Security Number. Idaho Driver’s 

License Number  
Last 4 digits of your 
Social Security Number  

4

Residential address
Must be a street address.  
P.O. Boxes are not allowed.

Address (not P.O. Box)

City ZipState

5
Mailing address
Provide the address where  
you receive mail.

Address or P.O. Box

 My mailing address is the same as my residential address. (If you check this box, then skip section 5)

Political Party
Some parties require 
affiliation to vote in their 
primary elections.

6

7

Previous address
Provide your previous 
registration address.

ID

City ZipState

Unit/Apt #

Unit/Apt #

Unit/Apt #Address (not P.O. Box)

City ZipState

NOTE: If no political party is selected, you will be registered as unaffiliated. (Select only one)

 Constitution Party  Democratic Party  

 Libertarian Party   Republican Party

8
Contact information
This is helpful if we have  
any questions. Phone Email

Last name

Middle name

Suffix

Previous name (if applicable)

First name

 Unaffiliated (no party preference)Or

NOTE: This information is optional and will become public record.

Revised 03/13/2024ERM-1 Voter Registration Form

9

Signature
WARNING: Any elector who 
supplies any information, 
knowing it to be false, is 
guilty of perjury, punishable 
by imprisonment and a fine 
of up to $50,000.

I certify that I am a citizen of the United States; that I shall have been a resident of Idaho and the county for 30 
days before the next election at which I vote; that I am at least 18 years of age on election day; and I declare 
under oath or affirmation that I have no legal disqualifications, and that the information supplied herein is true.

Voter, sign and date here (Required)

X
Date (mm/dd/yyyy)

Precinct Registration Source Clerk (initial here) Date (mm/dd/yyyy)

Photo Identification Provided (check one)

Proof of Residence Provided (check one)

 Idaho Driver’s License/ID Card  Tribal ID  United States Passport or Federal ID  License to carry concealed weapons

 Approved Photo ID
 Current proof of insurance
 Bank or credit card statement
 Property tax assessment, bill, or receipt
 Deed of trust, mortgage, lease, or rental agreement

 Utility bill, excluding a cellular telephone bill
 Paystub, paycheck, or government-issued check
 Intake document from a residential care or assisted living facility 
 School enrollment papers for the current year
 Official letter from a registered social service agency

NOTE: If you checked “No” in response to 
either of these questions do not complete this 
form. You are not qualified to vote in Idaho.

Gender:  Male  Female Date of birth (mm/dd/yyyy)

I have been a resident of Idaho for 

years, months. 
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Identification Required 
to Register

All voter registrations must 
provide one of the approved 
photo identification and proof of 
residence documents in order to 
complete the registration process. 

You will be unable to receive 
a ballot until this requirement 
is satisfied.

Approved 
Photo Identification:

• Current Idaho Driver’s License or 
ID card

• Current U.S. Passport or Federal 
photo ID card

• Current Tribal ID card
• Current Concealed Weapons License 

issued by a County Sheriff in Idaho

Approved Proof of Residence:
• Any of the above photo IDs 

with correct residence address
• Current proof of insurance
• Deed of trust, mortgage, lease, 

or rental agreement
• A property tax assessment, bill, 

or receipt
• A utility bill, excluding a cellular 

telephone bill
• A bank or credit card statement
• A paystub, paycheck, or 

government-issued check
• An intake document from a 

residential care or assisted 
living facility

• Enrollment papers issued for the 
current school year by a high 
school, or an accredited institution 
of higher education located within 
the state of Idaho

• A communication on letterhead 
from a public or private social 
service agency registered with 
the secretary of state verifying the 
applicant is homeless and attesting 
to the applicant’s residence for 
registration purposes

Cut out your completed registration form, then return it to your 
county elections office by mail or in-person.

County Election Office Mailing Addresses are on the next page.
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Ada 400 N Benjamin Lane, Ste 100, Boise, ID 83704 (208) 287-6860 Gem 415 E Main, Rm 202, Emmett, ID 83617 (208) 365-4561
Adams PO Box 48, Council, ID 83612 (208) 253-4561 Gooding PO Box 417, Gooding, ID  83330 (208) 934-4841
Bannock PO Box 4489, Pocatello, ID 83205 (208) 236-7333 Idaho 320 W Main, Rm 5, Grangeville, ID 83530 (208) 983-2751
Bear Lake PO Box 190, Paris, ID 83261 (208) 945-2155 Jefferson 210 Courthouse Way, Ste 100, Rigby, ID 83442 (208) 745-7756
Benewah 701 W College Ave, Ste 101, St Maries, ID 83861 (208) 245-3212 Jerome 300 N Lincoln, Rm 301, Jerome, Idaho 83338 (208) 644-2714
Bingham 501 N Maple St, #205, Blackfoot, ID 83221 (208) 782-3164 Kootenai PO Box 9000, Coeur d’Alene, ID 83816 (208) 446-1030
Blaine 206 1st Ave S, Ste 100, Hailey, ID 83333 (208) 788-5510 Latah PO Box 8068, Moscow, ID 83843 (208) 883-2249
Boise PO Box 1300, Idaho City, ID 83631 (208) 392-4431 Lemhi 206 Courthouse Drive, Salmon, ID 83467 (208) 742-1667
Bonner 1500 Hwy 2, Ste 124, Sandpoint, ID 83864 (208) 255-3631 Lewis 510 Oak Street, Rm 1, Nezperce, ID 83543 (208) 937-2661
Bonneville 605 N Capital Ave, Idaho Falls, ID 83402 (208) 529-1363 Lincoln 111 West B Street, Ste C, Shoshone, ID 83352 (208) 886-7641
Boundary PO Box 419, Bonners Ferry, ID 83805 (208) 267-2242 Madison PO Box 389, Rexburg, ID 83440 (208) 359-6244
Butte PO Box 737, Arco, ID 83213 (208) 527-3021 Minidoka PO Box 368, Rupert, ID 83350 (208) 436-9511
Camas PO Box 430, Fairfield, ID 83327 (208) 764-2242 Nez Perce PO Box 896, Lewiston, ID 83501 (208) 799-3020
Canyon 1102 East Chicago Street, Caldwell, ID 83605 (208) 454-7337 Oneida 10 Court Street, Malad, ID 83252 (208) 766-4116
Caribou PO Box 775, Soda Springs, ID 83276 (208) 547-4324 Owyhee PO Box 128, Murphy, ID 83650 (208) 495-2421
Cassia 1459 Overland Ave, Rm 105, Burley, ID 83318 (208) 878-5240 Payette 1130 3rd Ave N, Rm 104, Payette, ID 83661 (208) 642-6000
Clark PO Box 205, Dubois, ID 83423 (208) 374-5304 Power 543 Bannock Ave, American Falls, ID 83211 (208) 226-7611
Clearwater PO Box 586, Orofino, ID 83544 (208) 476-5615 Shoshone 700 Bank St #120, Wallace, ID 83873 (208) 752-1264
Custer PO Box 385, Challis, ID 83226 (208) 879-2360 Teton 150 Courthouse Drive #208, Driggs, ID 83422 (208) 776-8111
Elmore 150 S 4th E #3, Mountain Home, ID 83647 (208) 587-2130 Twin Falls PO Box 126, Twin Falls, ID 83303 (208) 736-4004
Franklin 39 W Oneida, Preston, ID 83263 (208) 852-1090 Valley PO Box 1350, Cascade, ID 83611 (208) 382-7100
Fremont 151 W 1st N #12, St Anthony, ID 83445 (208) 624-7332 Washington P.O. Box 670, Weiser, ID 83672 (208) 414-2092

 

Elections Offices

Request an Absentee Ballot
DO MORE at VoteIdaho.Gov

Register to vote

Check your registration

Find Your Polling Place

See Your Sample Ballot

VISIT

Finding yourself away on Election Day? Request an absentee ballot to 
be mailed to you by the deadline of Friday, October 25. You must be 
registered to request a ballot. 

Scan the QR Code or 

visit VoteIdaho.gov

Idaho Secretary of State PO Box 83720, Boise, ID 83720-0080  |  (208) 334-2852
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Making Elections Secure
Your vote is your voice, and we’re committed to ensuring that your voice is heard loud and clear while maintaining the 
highest standards of security and transparency. Here are some of the measures in place to protect the integrity of our 
electoral process.

What to Expect on Election Day

Absentee and Early Voting

Military & Overseas Voting (UOCAVA)

Voting Accessibility

Learn more! 

VISIT

Voter Identification Requirements

Idaho requires photo identification both to register and vote. This includes 
proof of residency requirements as part of registration.

Statewide Voter System

Our office manages a statewide voter registration system that allows us 
to track and compare voting activity in all Idaho counties. This detects and 
prevents anyone attempting to vote multiple times. It also provides tools 
for signature comparison and other validation related to absentee voting, 
early voting, and election day.

Voter Roll Maintenance

We conduct routine clean-up of our voter rolls to ensure accuracy. This 
includes monthly clean-up efforts to remove deceased voters, felons, and 
people who have moved. Following each general election, we conduct a 
comprehensive clean-up to ensure inactive voters are removed.

Paper Ballots

All Idahoans vote using a paper ballot. The paper ballot serves as the 
official record, not the images or data stored by the voting equipment. 
During any audit, challenge, or recount, we always refer to the  original 
paper ballot as the official record of votes.

Secure Voting Technology

All voting equipment used to design, develop, and count ballots is never 
connected to the internet. This is the simplest way to prevent outside 
interference. To share results with the public, results must be physically 
removed from the machines through a defined process to be uploaded to 
separate computers and posted online.

Equipment Testing

All voting equipment used in Idaho is certified and thoroughly tested 
at the federal, state, and local levels. Before and after each election, the 
equipment is tested for accuracy using test ballots with predetermined 
results to ensure that votes are correctly counted as a voter intends.

Post-Election Audits

After each primary and general election, our office conducts random 
audits of the county elections offices to ensure the accuracy of equipment 
and the results reported. These paper ballot audits are conducted by hand 
and involve independent auditors and observers. 
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Online tools for you to:
Register to vote

Check your registration

Request an Absentee Ballot

Find Your Polling Place
Scan the QR Code or  

visit VoteIdaho.gov today!

Your one-stop shop for elections information! n Idaho! 

VISIT

Everything
know to

VOTE
you need to


